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Our Future Matters

Tautua

The Commission’s 40th anniversary is an important milestone. It is a time to examine our 

rich history from the trailblazers who founded the agency in 1974—the first of its kind in 

the nation—to the community leaders who have served and responded to the changing 

issues over four decades. 

From bilingual education to immigrant assistance to institutional change, the challenges 

and opportunities addressed by the Commission have improved the quality of life for 

Asian and Pacific Islanders throughout Washington State. 

The 40th is an opportunity to honor our legacy and inspire a new generation as we take 

on the challenges that still remain in education, health and human services, and eco-

nomic opportunity. 

 

We are grateful to all of the Commissioners and staff who have served throughout the 

decades of the Commission—your contributions to our communities is immeasurable.

Dear Friends,
We are honored to serve our communities and state 
as the Washington State Commission on  
Asian Pacific American Affairs celebrates its 40th year. 
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FRIEDA TAKAMURA
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QUANG NGUYEN
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DARREN PEN
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JEANNIE LEE
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LYNETTE FINAU
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LORI WADA
Pierce County

MICHAEL ITTI
Executive Director

AMY VAN
Executive Assistant
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A Message from the Governor 
May 15, 2014 

I am pleased to congratulate the Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs (CAPAA) on its 
four decades of public service. Since its creation, CAPAA has been committed to ensuring the 
participation of Asian Pacific Americans in the fields of government, economic development, 
education, and health and human services.  

Growing Washington’s economy, strengthening our schools, and bringing a culture of performance 
and efficiency to state government in part relies on the duties carried out by dedicated members of 
the community. For 40 years, leaders from Washington’s APA communities have served in the 
roles of CAPAA staff and commissioners. Together, they have worked tirelessly to bring the 
concerns of the 47 distinct Asian Pacific communities to the awareness of the Governor’s office, 
policymakers and state agencies alike. Similarly, the work of CAPAA has educated the APA 
community about laws, programs, and policies that affect its well-being. 

I would like to thank CAPAA for its commitment and partnership in working to improve the lives 
of Washington’s Asian Pacific American communities.  

Very truly yours, 

Jay Inslee 
Governor
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We all know from personal and community experience that institutional change on 

behalf of Asian and Pacific Americans is and always has been difficult. Forty years 

ago, a truly historic event happened in the United States. In 1974, the Legislature 

of the State of Washington became the first ever to establish a state agency solely 

dedicated to identify and serve the diverse needs of Asian and Pacific Americans.

 

This 40th Anniversary Celebration is a good time for us to ponder the rich history 

of the Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs, reflect upon 

the progress it has made, identify issues yet to be resolved and map distances that 

still need to be traveled. The efforts of past and present Commissioners and staff, 

volunteers and supporters towards institutional changes have been a key to making 

a difference for Asian and Pacific Americans.

 

Thank you for coming … Go CAPAA!!!
 
MARTIN “MITCH” MATSUDAIRA
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (1972-74)
Governor’s Asian American Advisory Council
Office of the Governor: Daniel J Evans
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (1974-78)
Washington State Commission on Asian American Affairs*
Office of the Governor: Daniel J Evans
Office of the Governor: Dixie Lee Ray
 
* Name changed to current version in 1995

GREETINGS FROM MITCH MATSUDAIRA

KING COUNTY
KING COUNTY
BOARD CHAIR, SOFIA ARAGON 
In 1975, Commissioner Aragon immigrated to Seattle, Washington from Manila, 
Philippines when she was three years old. She spent most of her childhood growing 
up in south Seattle.  She earned a B.A. in Economics from the University of 
Washington and a B.S. in Nursing from Seattle University. After practicing both 
acute care and primary care nursing in the Seattle area, she went on to law school, 
earning a Juris Doctor from Loyola University-Chicago School of Law, aiming for a 
career in health policy. 

Today, she is the Senior Governmental Affairs Advisor for the WA State Nurses 
Association, advocating on behalf of the state’s largest health profession on policy 
issues such as health reform, health professions regulation, workplace safety, 
workforce development, public health, eliminating health disparities, and 
protecting safety net services. She also currently serves as adjunct faculty for the 
Seattle University College of Nursing and a Legislative Externship site supervisor for 
the Seattle University Law School. Prior to joining WSNA in November of 2008, she 
was the Legislative and Policy Manager for the Community and Family Health 
Division at the Washington State Department of Health in Olympia.

DEBADUTTA DASH
Commissioner Dash is a native of India and worked with the Departments of 
Commerce, Agriculture and Co-operatives for the Government of India. He is the 
founder and Co-Chair of the Washington State India Trade Relations Action 
Committee (WASITRAC), a non-profit advocacy group working to strengthen 
bilateral trade relationship between India and Washington State, and one of the 
founders of the South Asian Music and Performing Arts Resource Center and Shri 
Sai Cultural and Community Center of Washington. He is the former President and 
current board member of the Asian Counseling and Referral Service, a member of 
the Equity and Pluralism Advisory Board for the Bellevue College and the former 
President of the India Association of Western Washington. He is an alumnus of the 
United Way Project Lead Program and the Asian Community Leadership Foundation 
program in 2005. He has been honored by the Northwest Asian Weekly Foundation 
and Seattle Congressman Jim McDermott for his community service. 

Commissioner Dash currently works for the Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide 
as the Sales Manager and Service Culture Trainer at the Westin Hotel in Bellevue. 
He lives in Seattle with his wife Dr. Itu Mohapatra, a Clinical Specialist in Human 
Genetics at the University of Washington Medical Center and his daughter, Ina Dash, 
a senior at the University of Washington.

2014 COMISSIONERS AND STAFF
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LYNETTE FINAU
Commissioner Finau was born in the Island Kingdom of Tonga in the South Pacific. 
She received a B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies on Culture, Literature & the Arts 
from University of Washington and a M.A. in Education from Antioch University 
Seattle. She is currently a doctoral student at Antioch University’s PhD in Leadership 
and Change Program. Her dissertation is an empirical research on the persistent 
discrepancy in the racial and ethnic composition of the student body and the 
teaching force. She is a certified (6-12) English Language Arts, History and Reading 
Interventions teacher and is one of very few Pacific Islander teachers in WA.

Commissioner Finau has been involved with the Board of Directors for Alliance for 
Community Empowering (ACE); Finding Your Voice (FYV) Instructor with the Office 
of the Education Ombudsman, Asian American Native American Pacific Islander 
Serving Institution (AANAPISI) Grant Staff at South Seattle Community College, 
Seattle Public Schools Equity and Race Advisory Committee (ERAC), Co-Chair of 
Inclusion and Justice Committee: PhDL&C Program, Developing Women’s Leadership 
Around the Globe and Tongan Advocacy Group (TAG). She is married to husband 
Paul and they have three children: Jarett, Jade and Paul.

TASHI KHAMSHITSANG
Commissioner Khamshitsang lives in Shoreline, Washington. He is married with 
three children: two daughters and one son. Prior to his immigration to the United 
States, he worked with the Tibetan government in exile, including the 
Representative of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in Nepal, for 25 years. Currently, he 
works for Puget Sound Energy in the Maps, Records and Technology Department.

As the former president of the Tibetan Association of Washington, he produced 
and coordinated the annual Tibet Fest at the Seattle Center. He has served as one 
of the Chairperson to the 2008 Dalai Lama Long Life Celebration Committee, one 
of the largest gatherings of Tibetan Americans and Canadians in North America. He 
also served as Coordinator for the Coordinating Committee of the North American 
Tibetan Associations from 2005-2007. He is currently one of the two elected 
members of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile in India from North America, 
representing over 17,000 strong communities of Tibetan origins living in North 
America.

QUANG NGUYEN
Commissioner Nguyen resides in Seattle, Washington. He is a Senior Economic 
Development Specialist for the Seattle Chinatown-International District Preservation 
Development Authority. He is tasked with developing and implementing economic 
development strategies to revitalize and grow the Chinatown-International District. 
With close to 15 years of community leadership and economic development 
experience, Nguyen most recently served as the founder and executive director for 
the Washington Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce (now Greater Seattle 
Vietnamese Chamber) and a co-founder and board member of Friends of Little 
Saigon. Seattle Magazine recognized his work advocating for the preservation of the 
Little Saigon community as one of the top “2009 Influential Acts.” 

Commissioner Nguyen also served as a member of the Seattle Symphony’s 
Celebrate Asia! Organizing Committee, a member of the Yesler Terrace Citizen 
Review Committee, and the executive director for the Vietnamese American 
Economic Development Association. He received a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy 
and Linguistics from the University of Washington. He served honorably for 4 years 
as an active duty U.S. Marine. 

FRIEDA TAKAMURA
Commissioner Takamura is a long time educator living in Renton, Washington. She 
retired from the position of Human/Civil Rights Coordinator at the Washington 
Education Association. Prior to working with the WEA, Frieda was a teacher in the 
public schools and in various leadership positions.

Commissioner Takamura is Japanese American and is active in the Asian/Pacific 
Islander community in her roles as facilitator of the Asian/Pacific Islander American 
Think Tank; the Asian community representative and co-chair of the Governor’s 
Education Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee; volunteer at 
the Wing Luke Asian Museum; volunteer with the Asian/Pacific Islander Heritage 
Celebration Day at the Seattle Center; and member of the Asian/Pacific Islander 
Directors Coalition. She works closely with education and youth groups in the 
Southeast Asian and Pacific Islander communities. She also has experience as a 
cultural competency trainer and as a facilitator with diverse communities. She 
currently serves as the CAPAA Education Chair.



10 11

SNOHOMISH COUNTY
FIRST VICE CHAIR, TY TUFONO
Commissioner Tufono resides in Lynnwood, Washington and has been an active 
member in her community since 1991, having raised her three sons in the Edmonds 
School District. She has served in various leadership positions in the fields of special 
education, youth sports, labor, and cultural awareness. Commissioner Tufono works 
as a flight attendant and served as the president of the Association of Flight 
Attendants - CWA Local 27016. 

Commissioner Tufono is the founder of the International Samoa Help Mission 
Alliance, which works in partnership with similar organizations in the countries of 
Samoa, New Zealand, Australia, China and the Philippines. She is also a member of 
the Coalition of Labor Union Women, Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, 
National Organization of Women, Women in Aviation, and the Washington State 
Labor Coalition.

SPOKANE COUNTY
SECOND VICE CHAIR, LISA DICKINSON
Commissioner Dickinson resides in Spokane, Washington. Super Lawyers named her 
a “Washington Rising Star” in 2006, 2010-2013. In 2005, she was selected by the 
Washington State Bar Association as a fellow for the WSBA Leadership Institute. She 
is the owner of Dickinson Law Firm, PLLC, where she currently works as an attorney. 
Prior to this, Dickinson served as a law clerk in the Western District of Washington 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, Office of the Washington State Attorney General, and as an 
attorney for other law offices. She also works part-time as an Administrative  
Law Judge for the State of Washington, and as a tribal court judge in  
various jurisdictions.

Commissioner Dickinson is active in her community and has served as a legal 
advisor to the Japanese American Citizens League – Spokane Chapter. She has 
served as a board President on the Northwest Justice Project Board, Spokane 
Washington Women Lawyers, Spokane County Young Lawyers, and has served on 
community boards such as Rotary Club 21, and the Martin Luther King Family 
Outreach Center. She is currently President-Elect of the Asian Bar Association of 
Washington. In 2010, she was named a representative to the American Bar 
Association’s House of Delegates and is still serving as a Delegate. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a Juris Doctorate from the University  
of Washington.

PIERCE COUNTY
DARREN PEN
Commissioner Pen resides in Tacoma, Washington. He is the South End Tacoma 
Community Mobilization Specialist for the Safe Streets Campaign. He has served as 
the President of the Khmer Community of Tacoma and is the founder of the  
International Communities Organization of Cambodia. He’s been awarded the  
following: City of Destiny Awards from the City of Tacoma, the Local Hero Award 
from Bank of America, the City of Tacoma’s Human Rights, Human Services’ 
Achievement Award and the 20 People in the New Century to Watch. He has served 
on various boards including: the Mercy Housing Northwest, the Khmer  
Development Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, the Food Bank of Pierce County, 
the Khmer Community of Tacoma, the Central Neighborhood Councils and  Citizens 
Recognition Committee for City of Tacoma, United Nations Association of Cambodia, 
Seattle and Habitat for Humanity in Pierce County. 

Commissioner Pen received a Theology Certificate from the North American  
Evangelism Division Institute, and received a Laws of the Public Policing Process 
Certificate from The Leadership Institute, Arlington, VA. He is alum of the American 
Leadership Forum Class XII and a graduate from the Nang Chan Medical School and 
University of Phnom Penh: Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia. He has three  
children: Krischel, Michael and Samuel.

LORI WADA
Commissioner Wada immigrated to Washington from Seoul, South Korea when she 
was 18 years old. She has been a state government employee for over 25 years and 
has been an active and ardent supporter of grass root organizations. Through the 20 
plus years as a career state employee, she was able to actively support and  
participate in affordable housing and healthcare equity initiatives. 

Commissioner Wada was selected as a representative for the 23 member US  
delegation to Russia during the World Women’s conference, 1991 and in Beijing, 
China, 1993. She also served on various boards of higher education, low income 
housing, and community-based social service agencies. Commissioner Wada brings 
a diverse background and experience to the CAPAA board with broader focus on  
social, health and gender equity issues for the underserved population.  
Commissioner Wada holds a BA degree from St. Martin’s University.
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THURSTON COUNTY
JEANNIE LEE
Commissioner Lee was born in Seoul, Korea. She was the Executive Director of the 
Korean American Grocers Association which assists Korean-American retailers in 
adapting to American culture, life style, and business. The Association functions as 
a catalyst to further the mutually beneficial relationship between Korean American 
retailers and their vendors /suppliers. She is a member of the Sharing Love  
Foundation, the Tacoma Korean American Association, and an organizer of the  
Hanwoori Festival. Previously, she was in the military and served as a Sergeant  
Major. Her assignments have taken her to Korea, Germany, and China.  
Commissioner Lee is a graduate from Dong Myung Girls High School in Seoul. She 
earned a Master of Business Administration from Webster University and a  
Bachelor’s degree in Business Management from Maryland University.

Commissioner Lee’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star medal, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (2nd award), the ARCOM 
(4th award), the AAM (5th award), the Good Conduct Medal (6th award), the  
National Defense Service Medal, the Armed Force Expeditionary Medal, Southwest 
Asia Service Medal, the NCO Professional Development Ribbon with the numeral 4, 
the Army Service Ribbon, and the Overseas Service Ribbon (#4), and the Liberation 
Defense Campaigns Ribbon.

YAKIMA COUNTY
GERARDINE CABUSAO
A native of the Philippines, Commissioner Cabusao has resided in Selah, Washington 
since 1996. She works as a registered dietitian at Yakima Valley School, Department 
of Social and Health Services. She is also a consulting dietitian for the Senior  
Nutrition Program in Yakima County. She was actively involved with the Yakima  
Valley Dietetic Association. She served as the association’s president in 2003,  
president-elect in 2002 and treasurer from 2000-2002.

Commissioner Cabusao is a board member of the Filipino American Community of 
Yakima Valley (FACYV) and is a key player in the successful operation of the  
organization’s fundraising activities. She is passionate in promoting the Philippine’s 
rich historical and cultural heritage. She is an adviser of FACYV’S Batang Wapato 
Youth Dance Group which performs Philippine folkdance exhibitions during various 
events around Yakima Valley throughout the year. She serves as Vice Chair of the 
Mabuhay Foundation Community Scholarship that provides scholarships to  
deserving Filipino, Filipino American high school students. Commissioner Cabusao 
received her Bachelor of Science in Foods and Nutrition from the Philippine  
Women’s University, Manila, Philippines and her Dietetic Internship from Central 
Washington University. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MICHAEL ITTI
Itti is a second generation Thai-Chinese American born and raised in Washington. 
Itti was the program coordinator for the Asian and Pacific Islander American Voices 
in Education Initiative at the Win/Win Network. He engaged students, families and 
community members across Washington State in education policymaking to support 
the success of Asian Pacific American students.

Itti has experience working as a staff member in the Washington State Legislature 
and as an education advocate for the League of Education Voters. Itti serves as a 
council member for the Seattle Chinatown International District Preservation and 
Development Authority and is a former board member for the Greater Seattle  
Chinese Chamber of Commerce. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business  
administration from the George Washington University.

AMY VAN, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Van is a 1.5 generation Vietnamese American born in Vietnam and raised in Seattle, 
Washington. She attended the University of Washington where she received her 
bachelor’s degree from the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies with 
a focus on development. She has experience researching education policy and its 
ground effects, internationally in India and China, and currently devotes that energy 
and curiosity towards a more local agenda.

Van is an advocate for grassroot efforts committed to community development, 
education reform and civic engagement. She has completed participatory research 
and assisted in developing the community action plan proposal with the Vietnamese 
Friendship Association of southeast King County. Van is also a contributing writer to 
the Seattle Chinese Times, having helped spearhead the Behind the Scenes column, 
which celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit of local business owners. 

Director Diane Wong (l.) and  
Commissioners Paul Isaki, Jeni Fung, 
H.T. Wong, Raymond Lew,  
Akemi Matsumoto, and Ray Corpuz 
served together on the Commission 
starting in 1978.

Director Diane Wong and  
Commissioner Ray Corpuz

Commissioners H.T. Wong  
and Jeni Fung
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BRIANNE RAMOS is a Chamorro-Filipino American born in Guam and raised in 
Olympia, Washington. She currently attends the University of Washington and will 
receive her bachelor’s in Medical Anthropology and Global Health with a minor in 
Diversity. She currently serves as the President of the Micronesian Islands Club at 
the University of Washington and works as a student ambassador for the Office of 
Minority Affairs and Diversity. Her interests are in equal access to healthcare and 
education for the Asian Pacific Islander community, and works with programs like 
the Pacific Islander Opportunity Network for Educational Equality and  
Representation and the Pacific Islander Partnership in Education to help students 
access higher education as well as increasing the retention rate of APIs in college. 

JINTANA LITYOUVONG is the daughter of Laotian American refugees and has lived 
across the west coast. With past involvements in the International Examiner, the 
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance, and the Southeast Asia Resource Action  
Center in Washington D.C, Lityouvong has a passion for working with the API  
community, for the API community. She is currently a senior at the University of 
Washington majoring in Culture, Literature and the Arts and has dreams of either 
writing the great Asian American novel or becoming a political speechwriter. 

KRYSELLE MANZANO is a 2nd generation Ilocano/a-Filipino/a American born and 
raised in Southwest Seattle. She graduated from the University of Washington with 
a degree in American Ethnics Studies with a concentration in Asian American  
Studies. Manzano is a community organizer devoted to spreading awareness and 
engaging the public with concerns that may affect the community. She has  
experience in planning, organizing and coordinating various events within the  
greater Seattle, University of Washington, and around western Washington. She 
is currently taking active leadership roles in Pista Sa Nayon, API Chaya in planning 
their annual Vigil, as well as interning for the Dorothy and Fred Documentary  
detailing a pioneering Filipino/a American couple and their contributions to  
the community. 

INTERNATIONAL EXAMINER February 19, 2014 – March 4, 2014 — 3

IE OPINION

By Belinda Louie
IE Guest Columnist

The Asia Pacific Cultural Center (APCC) 
hosted its 16th New Year celebration on Feb-
ruary 15 at the Tacoma Dome. Each year the 
celebration features one of the 47 Asian Pacific 
countries, highlighting its land, its people, its 
culture, and its performing arts. This year, the 
spotlight was on the beautiful island country 
of Tahiti: The heartbeat of French Polynesia.

The Te Fare O Tamatoa (the Royal House of 
Tamatoa) was the grand host representing Tahiti 
at this New Year celebration. The matriarch of 
the family, Madam Manio Radford, together 
with Manu and Malia Radford, brought the 
warm, tropical Tahiti to the Pacific Northwest. 
They showcased a racing canoe and other ar-
tifacts to welcome visitors as they entered the 
lobby of the exhibition hall. Huge posters with 
photographs of the islanders provided a color-
ful backdrop for the performances throughout 
the day. The hour-long Tahitian program was 
filled with dances, drumming, music, and the 
story-dance of The Legend of Vahine‘ai-ta‘ata, 
The Man Eating Woman. All who were present 
enjoyed the unique combination of history, mu-
sic, and dance.

The APCC New Year celebration was a full-
day family event. The 10-people dragon dance 
team of the International Chinese Christian 
Church gave an energetic kick-off for the 
day. Hawaiian dancers and ukulele musicians 
greeted each visitor at the main entrance. 

Walking through the lobby displaying ar-
tifacts from Tahiti and many Asian Pacific 
countries, the young and the old then went 
into the main hall to enjoy six hours of cultur-
al performances representing Japan, Hawai‘i/
Guam, Philippines, China, India, Laos, Korea, 
Indonesia, and Samoa. 

For those who wanted hands-on experi-
ence, they were able to dance along or try new 
kicks at the demonstration room with a packed 
schedule on Vietnamese martial arts, Hawai-
ian hula, Filipino martial arts, Filipino folk 
dances, Okinawan martial arts, Taiwan ab-
original dance, Thai boxing, Japanese Kendo, 
Karate, Tae Kwan Do, and Hot Hula. 

Some visitors learned how to fold paper 
cranes at the Japanese Origami tables and 
write a few characters at the Korean Callig-
raphy table. 

Between performances, visitors checked 
their raffle ticket numbers to see whether they 

won one of the loaded, cultural baskets. One 
visitor won the grand prize of a round-trip 
Alaska Airline ticket at the end of the event 
as a return for a two-dollar raffle ticket. Chil-
dren who completed their cultural passport 
with stamps from all the major cultural booths 
received a ticket for the drawing of a junior 
basket.

Over 60 booths with goods, arts and crafts, 
information pamphlets, and gift items were 
there for all to shop and to browse: perfumes 
and scarves, sparkling toys and breezy fabric, 
balloons and face-painting, jade stone and ori-
gami jewelry, kimono fitting and sari tugging. 
Children walked around with hand-held bal-
loons in the shapes of bunnies and fish. Their 
smiling faces were covered by face-painting 
designs with glitter. 

The day could not be completed without 
sampling the food from the six food booths 
serving Asian Pacific snacks and dishes. Fiji Is-
land Foods was always ready to crack a coconut 
for people to take a sip of the sweet juice from 
the fruit, which went well with the Indonesian 
dishes from the Tiga Dara Catering or Hawai-
ian BBQ from the Pacific Island Grill. 

Vegetarians enjoyed the food items from 
the Loving Kindness Vietnamese Foods. Fresh 
spring rolls gave calm to many palates. Long-
time visitors loved the karaoka (deep fried rice/
coconut balls) and Siopao (steamed, meat-filled 
buns) from the Legacy Specialties Filipino Plus. 
Many lined up to purchase dumplings, egg-rolls, 
spam musubi, fried rice, and fried noodles from 
the International Chinese Christian Church in its 
red-lantern canopy.

Patsy Surh O’Connell (APCC president and 
founder) and Lua Pritchard (APCC executive 
director) organized another great New Year 
celebration for the Washington state residents.  
Keynote speaker Brigadier General John Cho 
and many dignitaries came or sent in congratu-
latory notes to support the work that APCC is 
doing in the region. The day began with first 
and second graders from Life Christian Acad-
emy singing Chinese songs and was finished 
with high-school students from Federal Way 
High School presenting a powerful Samoan 
performance. APCC is making progress to 
fulfill its mission of bridging communities and 
generations through arts, culture, education, 
and business.  

In 2015, APCC will feature Singapore in 
their 17th New Year celebration in the Ta-
coma Dome.

APCC New Year celebration brings 
communities, generations together

The crowd looks on at APCC’s 16th New Year celebration on February 15. • Courtesy Photo

By Amy Van and Jintana Lityouvong
IE Guest Columnists

It was the era of sit-ins, picket-signs, and 
chants. Across the United States, African 
Americans were calling for the end of racial 
segregation and discrimination. By the early 
1970s, a young group of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans (APA) joined the civil rights movement 
and began to define the Asian activist experi-
ence in Washington state and make their voices 
heard from city hall to the state capitol.

Maxine Chan was 16 years old when a 
friend informed her about the Asian Advisory 
Council that the Governor’s office was creating 
and encouraged her to apply. She submitted a 
hand-written resume with her brief academic 
credentials (a middle school graduate at the 
time), and was surprised to receive a phone 
call from the Governor’s office in the middle of 
class a few months later.

Governor Daniel J. Evans was the 16th gov-
ernor of Washington State in 1972. It was that 
year when a handful of individuals from the 
Asian community approached his staff with 
the concern that the growing issues of discrim-
ination and inequality remained unaddressed 
for Asian Americans. 

At that time, Rey Pascua had just gradu-
ated from Western Washington University. As 
a Yakima native, he was moved by the Farm-
workers’ Movement in California. As an un-
dergrad, he led the first Asian Student Union 
on the campus. After being active in Yakima 
County’s Filipino community, he received an 
invitation from the Governor’s office to offi-
cially join the council.

What brought Chan and Pascua together 
on the council has also brought Robert (Uncle 
Bob) Santos to the table as well. At the peak 
of the civil rights movement of the late ’60s, 
Santos was picketing with African American 
laborers who were seeking inclusion in the 
workforce. He noticed the increasing violence 
within Seattle schools and the city’s Kingdome 
development plan threatening the Chinatown/
International District landscape. He and a 
group of APA activists began to strategize a 
plan to fight for civil and social justice rights. 

“How do we deal with these kinds of [is-
sues]? We should be going to the source that 
could do something, like government, like lo-
cal government,” Santos said. 

Governor Evan’s administration was re-
sponsive, and by request, the Asian Advisory 
Council was created to provide information 
and recommendations to the Governor’s office 
on issues pertaining to the Asian American 
community. Council members were chosen 
based on their expressed knowledge of Asian 
American issues and their own experiences.

“These were people who were right at the 
cutting edge of things that were happening to 
the Asian American community throughout 
Washington state,” said Pascua.

Chan had submitted a writing sample with 
her application in which she wrote about her 
favorite comic series, The Green Lantern. The 
series featured seemingly socially conscious 
content and led her to admire writer Denny 
O’Neil. However, when Chan came across one 
episode featuring a villain who was depicted 
as “Asian,” adorned in yellow face with slanty 
eyes, she was enraged.

40 years with CAPAA: API  
activists blaze trail to the capitol

“How could something so socially con-
scious feature something so racist?” she asked. 

In their own minor and major ways, these 
individuals were beginning to tackle issues 
of overt and subtle racism towards a group of 
people overlooked before: Asian Americans. 

The model minority stereotype had ren-
dered the Asian American community apa-
thetic in the eyes of the majority culture. Yet, 
with the growing influx of refugees and immi-
grants settling in from war torn countries, the 
introduction of Affirmative Action, and the 
blatant glass ceilings, the community could 
not afford to appear to be apathetic much lon-
ger.  

When the Governor had constituted the 
Council, 17 other individuals joined Chan, 
Santos, and Pascua, including Rick Ancheta, 
Cheryl Chow, Fred Cordova, Lois Fleming, 
Frank Fujii, Philip Hayasaka, Don Kazama, 
Dr. Hae Soung Kim, Richard Lee, Barry Mat-
sumoto, Dr. Joe Okimoto, Fred Pagaduan, 
Urbano Quijance, Mayumi Tsutakawa, Dr. 
James Watanabe, Rev. Robert Yamashita, Dr. 
Isabella Yen, and Ben Woo.

There were mixed reactions towards the 
Council’s creation: some feared the Council 
would wedge further tension between com-
munities, while others looked forward to the 
Council remedying these social issues. 

After the first two years spent on formal-
izing the structure, the Council took action 
on many issues including urging a resolution 
to disapprove of any King County participa-
tion in organizations that racially discrimi-
nate against people of color; recommending 
to have a consistent classification of “Asian 
Americans” in place of the current classifica-
tions of “Orientals” and “Others” on minority 
employment reports; eliminating Washington 
State Patrol’s height requirement of six feet 
tall as a qualification to be a State Trooper as 
it discriminated against minority groups and 
women; campaigning to discourage the use of 
Merriam dictionaries after publishers refused 
to remove the word “Jap,” after being asked. 

As an advisory body under the auspices of 
the governor, members of the council recog-
nized that their influence could be effective 
within state government and their community.

“These were really important times for 
involvement of minority people when we’ve 
never been involved before in society,” said 
Pascua.  

After concerns that the legislature would 
defund the Council in the next budget, mem-
bers of the board drafted a bill to make the 
Council statutory. In 1974, the bill was adopt-
ed, and the formalized Council was renamed 
as the Washington State Asian American Af-
fairs Commission.

“We were trying to show that we have is-
sues in our communities that impact our com-
munities,” Pascua said. “Washington State had 
really been the forefront of the Asian Ameri-
can movement.” 

This series of op-eds are written to celebrate, 
reminisce, and highlight the Commission on 
Asian Pacific American Affairs 40th Anniver-
sary. The anniversary celebration will take place 
on May 15, 2014. Please visit http://www.capaa.
wa.gov/about/40.shtml for longer articles and for 
more information.
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The Asia Pacific Cultural Center (APCC) 
hosted its 16th New Year celebration on Feb-
ruary 15 at the Tacoma Dome. Each year the 
celebration features one of the 47 Asian Pacific 
countries, highlighting its land, its people, its 
culture, and its performing arts. This year, the 
spotlight was on the beautiful island country 
of Tahiti: The heartbeat of French Polynesia.

The Te Fare O Tamatoa (the Royal House of 
Tamatoa) was the grand host representing Tahiti 
at this New Year celebration. The matriarch of 
the family, Madam Manio Radford, together 
with Manu and Malia Radford, brought the 
warm, tropical Tahiti to the Pacific Northwest. 
They showcased a racing canoe and other ar-
tifacts to welcome visitors as they entered the 
lobby of the exhibition hall. Huge posters with 
photographs of the islanders provided a color-
ful backdrop for the performances throughout 
the day. The hour-long Tahitian program was 
filled with dances, drumming, music, and the 
story-dance of The Legend of Vahine‘ai-ta‘ata, 
The Man Eating Woman. All who were present 
enjoyed the unique combination of history, mu-
sic, and dance.

The APCC New Year celebration was a full-
day family event. The 10-people dragon dance 
team of the International Chinese Christian 
Church gave an energetic kick-off for the 
day. Hawaiian dancers and ukulele musicians 
greeted each visitor at the main entrance. 

Walking through the lobby displaying ar-
tifacts from Tahiti and many Asian Pacific 
countries, the young and the old then went 
into the main hall to enjoy six hours of cultur-
al performances representing Japan, Hawai‘i/
Guam, Philippines, China, India, Laos, Korea, 
Indonesia, and Samoa. 

For those who wanted hands-on experi-
ence, they were able to dance along or try new 
kicks at the demonstration room with a packed 
schedule on Vietnamese martial arts, Hawai-
ian hula, Filipino martial arts, Filipino folk 
dances, Okinawan martial arts, Taiwan ab-
original dance, Thai boxing, Japanese Kendo, 
Karate, Tae Kwan Do, and Hot Hula. 

Some visitors learned how to fold paper 
cranes at the Japanese Origami tables and 
write a few characters at the Korean Callig-
raphy table. 

Between performances, visitors checked 
their raffle ticket numbers to see whether they 

won one of the loaded, cultural baskets. One 
visitor won the grand prize of a round-trip 
Alaska Airline ticket at the end of the event 
as a return for a two-dollar raffle ticket. Chil-
dren who completed their cultural passport 
with stamps from all the major cultural booths 
received a ticket for the drawing of a junior 
basket.

Over 60 booths with goods, arts and crafts, 
information pamphlets, and gift items were 
there for all to shop and to browse: perfumes 
and scarves, sparkling toys and breezy fabric, 
balloons and face-painting, jade stone and ori-
gami jewelry, kimono fitting and sari tugging. 
Children walked around with hand-held bal-
loons in the shapes of bunnies and fish. Their 
smiling faces were covered by face-painting 
designs with glitter. 

The day could not be completed without 
sampling the food from the six food booths 
serving Asian Pacific snacks and dishes. Fiji Is-
land Foods was always ready to crack a coconut 
for people to take a sip of the sweet juice from 
the fruit, which went well with the Indonesian 
dishes from the Tiga Dara Catering or Hawai-
ian BBQ from the Pacific Island Grill. 

Vegetarians enjoyed the food items from 
the Loving Kindness Vietnamese Foods. Fresh 
spring rolls gave calm to many palates. Long-
time visitors loved the karaoka (deep fried rice/
coconut balls) and Siopao (steamed, meat-filled 
buns) from the Legacy Specialties Filipino Plus. 
Many lined up to purchase dumplings, egg-rolls, 
spam musubi, fried rice, and fried noodles from 
the International Chinese Christian Church in its 
red-lantern canopy.

Patsy Surh O’Connell (APCC president and 
founder) and Lua Pritchard (APCC executive 
director) organized another great New Year 
celebration for the Washington state residents.  
Keynote speaker Brigadier General John Cho 
and many dignitaries came or sent in congratu-
latory notes to support the work that APCC is 
doing in the region. The day began with first 
and second graders from Life Christian Acad-
emy singing Chinese songs and was finished 
with high-school students from Federal Way 
High School presenting a powerful Samoan 
performance. APCC is making progress to 
fulfill its mission of bridging communities and 
generations through arts, culture, education, 
and business.  

In 2015, APCC will feature Singapore in 
their 17th New Year celebration in the Ta-
coma Dome.

APCC New Year celebration brings 
communities, generations together

The crowd looks on at APCC’s 16th New Year celebration on February 15. • Courtesy Photo

By Amy Van and Jintana Lityouvong
IE Guest Columnists

It was the era of sit-ins, picket-signs, and 
chants. Across the United States, African 
Americans were calling for the end of racial 
segregation and discrimination. By the early 
1970s, a young group of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans (APA) joined the civil rights movement 
and began to define the Asian activist experi-
ence in Washington state and make their voices 
heard from city hall to the state capitol.

Maxine Chan was 16 years old when a 
friend informed her about the Asian Advisory 
Council that the Governor’s office was creating 
and encouraged her to apply. She submitted a 
hand-written resume with her brief academic 
credentials (a middle school graduate at the 
time), and was surprised to receive a phone 
call from the Governor’s office in the middle of 
class a few months later.

Governor Daniel J. Evans was the 16th gov-
ernor of Washington State in 1972. It was that 
year when a handful of individuals from the 
Asian community approached his staff with 
the concern that the growing issues of discrim-
ination and inequality remained unaddressed 
for Asian Americans. 

At that time, Rey Pascua had just gradu-
ated from Western Washington University. As 
a Yakima native, he was moved by the Farm-
workers’ Movement in California. As an un-
dergrad, he led the first Asian Student Union 
on the campus. After being active in Yakima 
County’s Filipino community, he received an 
invitation from the Governor’s office to offi-
cially join the council.

What brought Chan and Pascua together 
on the council has also brought Robert (Uncle 
Bob) Santos to the table as well. At the peak 
of the civil rights movement of the late ’60s, 
Santos was picketing with African American 
laborers who were seeking inclusion in the 
workforce. He noticed the increasing violence 
within Seattle schools and the city’s Kingdome 
development plan threatening the Chinatown/
International District landscape. He and a 
group of APA activists began to strategize a 
plan to fight for civil and social justice rights. 

“How do we deal with these kinds of [is-
sues]? We should be going to the source that 
could do something, like government, like lo-
cal government,” Santos said. 

Governor Evan’s administration was re-
sponsive, and by request, the Asian Advisory 
Council was created to provide information 
and recommendations to the Governor’s office 
on issues pertaining to the Asian American 
community. Council members were chosen 
based on their expressed knowledge of Asian 
American issues and their own experiences.

“These were people who were right at the 
cutting edge of things that were happening to 
the Asian American community throughout 
Washington state,” said Pascua.

Chan had submitted a writing sample with 
her application in which she wrote about her 
favorite comic series, The Green Lantern. The 
series featured seemingly socially conscious 
content and led her to admire writer Denny 
O’Neil. However, when Chan came across one 
episode featuring a villain who was depicted 
as “Asian,” adorned in yellow face with slanty 
eyes, she was enraged.

40 years with CAPAA: API  
activists blaze trail to the capitol

“How could something so socially con-
scious feature something so racist?” she asked. 

In their own minor and major ways, these 
individuals were beginning to tackle issues 
of overt and subtle racism towards a group of 
people overlooked before: Asian Americans. 

The model minority stereotype had ren-
dered the Asian American community apa-
thetic in the eyes of the majority culture. Yet, 
with the growing influx of refugees and immi-
grants settling in from war torn countries, the 
introduction of Affirmative Action, and the 
blatant glass ceilings, the community could 
not afford to appear to be apathetic much lon-
ger.  

When the Governor had constituted the 
Council, 17 other individuals joined Chan, 
Santos, and Pascua, including Rick Ancheta, 
Cheryl Chow, Fred Cordova, Lois Fleming, 
Frank Fujii, Philip Hayasaka, Don Kazama, 
Dr. Hae Soung Kim, Richard Lee, Barry Mat-
sumoto, Dr. Joe Okimoto, Fred Pagaduan, 
Urbano Quijance, Mayumi Tsutakawa, Dr. 
James Watanabe, Rev. Robert Yamashita, Dr. 
Isabella Yen, and Ben Woo.

There were mixed reactions towards the 
Council’s creation: some feared the Council 
would wedge further tension between com-
munities, while others looked forward to the 
Council remedying these social issues. 

After the first two years spent on formal-
izing the structure, the Council took action 
on many issues including urging a resolution 
to disapprove of any King County participa-
tion in organizations that racially discrimi-
nate against people of color; recommending 
to have a consistent classification of “Asian 
Americans” in place of the current classifica-
tions of “Orientals” and “Others” on minority 
employment reports; eliminating Washington 
State Patrol’s height requirement of six feet 
tall as a qualification to be a State Trooper as 
it discriminated against minority groups and 
women; campaigning to discourage the use of 
Merriam dictionaries after publishers refused 
to remove the word “Jap,” after being asked. 

As an advisory body under the auspices of 
the governor, members of the council recog-
nized that their influence could be effective 
within state government and their community.

“These were really important times for 
involvement of minority people when we’ve 
never been involved before in society,” said 
Pascua.  

After concerns that the legislature would 
defund the Council in the next budget, mem-
bers of the board drafted a bill to make the 
Council statutory. In 1974, the bill was adopt-
ed, and the formalized Council was renamed 
as the Washington State Asian American Af-
fairs Commission.

“We were trying to show that we have is-
sues in our communities that impact our com-
munities,” Pascua said. “Washington State had 
really been the forefront of the Asian Ameri-
can movement.” 

This series of op-eds are written to celebrate, 
reminisce, and highlight the Commission on 
Asian Pacific American Affairs 40th Anniver-
sary. The anniversary celebration will take place 
on May 15, 2014. Please visit http://www.capaa.
wa.gov/about/40.shtml for longer articles and for 
more information.

Top photo: Commissioner Frieda Takamura and Frank Irigon 
celebrate with former Commissioner Rey Pascua (center), 
who received the Life Achievement Award at the annual 
Northwest Asian Weekly (NWAW) Foundation’s Top  
Contributors to the Asian Community banquet on Dec 6, 
2013. Photo by George Liu/ NWAW

Middle photo: Former Commissioner Jagdish Sharma  
received the Spirit of Liberty Award from Congressman  
Jim McDermott during the Naturalization Ceremony at  
Seattle Center on July 4, 2013.

Commissioner Debadutta Dash (center) and  
Executive Director Kendee Yamaguchi (far right) meet with 
Department of Commerce Director Rogers Weed (center 
left) in 2011 to advocate on policies and programs for the 
AAPI community.
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LORI MATSUKAWA
Lori Matsukawa currently co-anchors KING 5 News weeknights at 10 on KONG TV 
6/16 and KING 5 News at 11 on KING 5. Matsukawa was hired at KING 5 in 1983 as 
a reporter and co-anchor for “Top Story,” which takes a daily look at a major local 
story. She anchored KING 5 Morning News from 1988 to 1990, KING 5 Weekend 
News from 1990 to 1998 and KING 5 News at 11 from 1998 to1999. From 1984 to 
1990 she also co-hosted “Celebrate the Differences,” a weekly KING 5 minority  
affairs program.

Lori reported from Tokyo on the aftermath of the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan. She reported from the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, BC and the 2002 
Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City.

Other major stories include Governor Gary Locke’s first mission to China in 1997 
and a series of reports on Washington apples and businesses in Japan in 1995 and 
1991. She filed live reports for NBC affiliates during the 50th Anniversary of the  
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Lori’s personal favorite was when she pulled 9-Gs in 
an F-16 in 1999.

Matsukawa’s professional awards include ARBY Awards in 1987, 1989, 1992, 1996 
and 2000, given by the Academy of Religious Broadcasting; a Society of Professional 
Journalists award for Economic Reporting in 1989 and the “American Scene Award,” 
from the local chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in 
1986. In 2005, Lori was given the “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the Asian 
American Journalists Association for mentoring aspiring journalists and she was 
inducted into the University of Washington Communication Department’s Alumni 
Hall of Fame. Then in April 2012 received another honor; UNITY: Journalists of Color 

MASTER OF  
CEREMONIES

cited Lori Matsukawa as a “pioneering Asian American broadcast journalist” in its 
first list of the top journalists of color in the country for the past century. In 2014, 
Lori was inducted into the Silver Circle for lifetime achievement by the Northwest 
Chapter of NATAS, the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.
Lori served several years as President of the Board of the Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of Washington. She also served on the Association Board of the 
YMCA of Greater Seattle. In 1999, she organized the Student Broadcast Project for 
UNITY, a multi-cultural journalism convention held in Seattle. She was chosen as an 
Asian-American Living Pioneer by the Northwest Asian Weekly Foundation in 1996. 
In 1993, she was given the Community Volunteer Award from the Asian Counseling 
and Referral Service, where she served as a board member and board president. 
She is a member of the Society of Professional Journalists and the Asian American 
Journalists Association (AAJA). Matsukawa is a founding member of AAJA’s Seattle 
Chapter and served as Chapter president and co-chaired its National Convention in 
Seattle in 1991.

In 1974, Matsukawa was crowned Miss Teenage America, offering her a chance to 
travel outside her native Hawaii. The opportunity sparked her interest in journalism 
and Matsukawa went on to graduate Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford University with a 
B.A. in communication/journalism in 1978. She received an M.A. in communication 
from the University of Washington in 1996. Her previous work experience includes 
reporting, producing and/or anchoring at The Honolulu Advertiser, KRCR TV in  
Redding, CA., KPTV in Portland, OR, and KOMO TV in Seattle, WA.

Matsukawa and her husband live in Bellevue. They have a grown son.

Commissioner Rey Pascua presents the Filipino Heritage Month 
Resolution to Superintendent Randy Dorn in 2010.
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ABOUT OUR PANEL
MITCH MATSUDAIRA
Director, Governor’s Asian American Advisory Council, 1972 – 1974
Director, Commission on Asian American Affairs, 1974 – 1978
Matsudaira was born in 1937 in Seattle’s International District. His family was 
interned during WWII in the Minidoka Idaho WRA, while his two oldest brothers 
were serving in the 442nd RCT and the MIS. Matsudaira served in the US Air Force 
from 1955-1960. He graduated with a BA in Economics from the University of  
Washington in 1965 and earned an MPA from Seattle University in 1977. He worked 
for The Boeing Airplane Company as a Statistician in an Industrial Engineering 
group. He resigned from management in 1972 to accept a gubernatorial  
appointment as Executive Director of the Governor’s Asian American Advisory 
Council (forerunner of the current statute agency). Matsudaira owned and  
operated a downtown Seattle retail business for eleven years. He returned to  
The Boeing Airplane Company in 1990 as a Business and Finance Planning Analyst 
and retired in 2003.

VIVIAN LUNA
Director, Commission on Asian American Affairs, 1982 – 1984
Vivian B. Luna, raised in Seattle’s Central Area, received her undergraduate degree 
from Seattle University and her law degree from the University of Washington. She 
served as a Director with CAPAA and as a Cabinet member under former Mayor 
Norman Rice in Seattle.  She has an extensive career in public service, having served 
as a Legal Services attorney in Seattle and in Northern California, as well as a Senior 
Attorney for the California Departments of Health Care Services, Industrial Relations 
and Social Services.  She has been an Administrative Law Judge with the California 
Department of Social Services for almost a decade.

SULJA WARNICK
Commissioner, 1985 - 1997
Warnick served as a CAPAA Co-Chair in 1994 along with Robert Fukai of Spokane. 
She is a founding member of Korean Women’s Association, serving for forty years 
as Board Member. Warnick is a Certificated Teacher and taught middle school in 
Tacoma Public Schools for 30 years. Now retired, Warnick serves on the boards for 
Foundation for Tacoma Students and for the Multicare Foundation in Tacoma.

FAALUAINA PRITCHARD 
Commissioner, 2001 - 2011
Pritchard has served as the Executive Director of Asia Pacific Cultural Center since 
2010.  She was previously the Executive Director of Korean Women’s Association for 
15 years and served as a Commissioner of CAPAA for 10 years. Pritchard is currently 
the Chair of the Board of Trustees for Clover Park Technical College and a Board 
member of Tacoma Urban League.  She was formerly on the boards of the DSHS 
Refugees Advisory Council for 8 years and the National Coalition of Asian Pacific 
American Community Development. She is a Member of the Finance & Fund  
Development Committee for International Congregational Christian Church of  
American Samoa and the Chair of the Pierce County Asian Pacific Island Coalition 
(APIC).  

JAGDISH SHARMA
Commissioner, 2007 – 2013
Jagdish Sharma is the founder/chairman of the Indo-American Friendship Forum. He 
is the director at-large of the Ethnic Heritage Council in Seattle; Vice President and 
founding member of the Nargis Dutt Cancer Foundation; and Advisory 
Committee Coordinator for the India Association of Western Washington. He 
continues to voluntarily and passionately engage in voicing the needs and rights of 
Asian Americans in the State of Washington. Sharma is also a member of the Indian 
American Task Force, a group consisting of Indian American leaders who recently 
voiced their concerns to Congress about the recent Mumbai terrorist attacks  
and terrorism in Pakistan.

On March 12, 2010, Gov. Chris Gregoire signed Senate Bill 6467 authorizing honorary 
degrees for students who were ordered into internment camps. To the right of 
Gov. Gregoire is Sen. Paull Shin and CAPAA Executive Director Kendee Yamaguchi.
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ENTERTAINMENT

FILIPINO YOUTH ACTIVITIES DRILL TEAM 
Established in 1959, the Filipino Youth Activities Drill Team is comprised of  
Mandayan Marchers, Princessa Drill Team, and the Cumbanchero Percussioners. 
Currently, there are a total of 65 kids, with ages ranging from 5 to 19.
Performances include various movements and formations filled with precision and 
timing by the Princessa girls Drill Team. The music is heavily inspired by  
Latin/Muslim/Modern beats on which the Cumbanchero Percussioners play on a 
level unheard of. The pole sequence is derived from the Singkhl, a traditional  
Muslim dance found in the Philippines. One will find an Eskrima Martial Art  
sequence, performed by Princessa Eskrimadoras who display a unique combination 
of grace and fierceness.

The FYA Drill Team also features a small performing team of about 18 kids, called 
“Ang Tiffany”. This team is trained to adapt to any performance environment at a 
high level. Performances include weddings, conferences, small shows, and  
professional level productions.

The FYA Drill Team can occasionally be found in parades and festivals all over  
Washington state!

“Once a Mandayan, always a Mandayan. Once a Princessa, always a Princessa. Once 
a Cumbanchero, always a Cumbanchero. Once a member, always a part of the FYA 
family” - Fred Cordova, co founder, FYA Drill Team

On February 3rd, 2014, Asian Pacific Islander Coalition leaders from Spokane, Yakima, King, Pierce, Snohomish and 
Thurston counties met with Gov. Inslee’s Chief of Staff Joby Shimomura to talk about education, health and human 
services, and economic opportunity issues.

SEATTLE KOKON TAIKO
Seattle Kokon Taiko, formed in 1980, views taiko as a dynamic synthesis of rhythm, 
movement and spirit born in Japan and nurtured in America. It is a uniquely  
Japanese American art form - Japanese in origin, American in expression-connecting 
generations and promoting understanding among people of all nationalities.

TAUTUA
Tautua which means “SERVICE”, in the Samoan language is an intensive mentoring 
and leadership development program. Tautua is a culturally relevant program that 
works with Pacific Islander youth to set achievable goals, and to develop leaders 
within communities and families. The Tautua youth program interrupts negligent 
and violent behavior in young people by providing a plafform for students to  
dissect, understand and embrace their Polynesian heritage. We do this by exposing 
youth to traditional Polynesian dance, arts and by teaching youth the traditional 
ways of the Polynesian Culture. This happens through the mentorship of our  
“Traditional Elders”, community youth advocates and leaders. Tautua exists to 
provide youth with academic support and positive mentoring to ensure a path of 
success for their future. The definition of Tautua (service) teaches our youth how 
to give back but more importantly, how to serve others. This allows youth to view 
life from a much broader prospective, ultimately building healthy communities and 
productive citizens of society. Tautua intensively works with youth between the ages 
of 11-24. Our program works with youth once a week between the high crime hours 
of 4:00pm – 8:00 pm at the Asia Pacific Cultural Center.

On April 17, 1995, Governor Mike Lowry 
signed a bill to change the Commission's 
name to The State of Washington 
Commission on Asian Pacific American 
Affairs to include Pacific Islanders. To the 
left of Gov. Lowry is Commissioner Veronica 
Leasiolagi-Barber, CAPAA Executive Director 
David Della, Kelly Wicker, and former CAPAA 
Program Assistant Brian Lock. Commissioner 
Salvador Villanueva is third from the right.

Commissioner Jeannie Lee 
launches the radio program 
with Radio Hankook in 2010.
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The Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs would like to 

thank all of the community members, Commissioners, staff, and public officials 

throughout the past four decades who have improved the well-being of Asian Pacific 

Americans. The celebration of the Commission’s 40th anniversary is made possible 

by the support of the following sponsors, partners, contributors, and volunteers.
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PURPOSE 
In order to meet its mission, the Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs serves 
several functions and roles. Among them are: 

Research and analysis: To examine and define APA issues and to make 
recommendations to the governor, legislators, and state agencies with respect to  
desirable changes in program and law. 

Advisory: To advise the Governor, state and local public officials on the development 
and implementation of comprehensive and coordinated policies, plans, and programs 
focusing on the special problems and needs of APAs. 

Education: To educate APAs about laws, programs, and policies that affect its well-being. 

Conduit and consultant: To make government more accessible by serving as a conduit 
and consultant between APA communities and state agencies. 

Resource: To serve as a resource through research and educational materials, technical 
assistance, agency referrals, casework, community forums, for example. 
 

PRIORITY AREAS 

Education: Access to quality, affordable, safe and culturally inclusive education. 

Health and Human Services: Access to quality, affordable and culturally appropriate 
health and social services. 

Economic Development: Equitable participation in economic, community, and work-
force development. 

ABOUT THE COMMISSION ON ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
The Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs is a statewide 
government agency created by a Governor’s Executive Order and mandated by the 
state legislature in 1974 to improve the well-being of Asian Pacific Americans by 
ensuring their access to participation in the fields of government, business,  
education, and other areas.
  
The Commission consists of twelve members, appointed by the governor, serving 
voluntary terms. Appointments are for three years and members reflect a diversity of 
occupations, ethnicities, and geographic regions. CAPAA holds five public meetings a 
year. 
 
The management, administrative, and advisement work takes place in Olympia by 
the Executive Director and staff. The Executive Director is appointed and serves the 
Governor directly. Except for interns, the remaining staff are full-time employees 
of the state.
 

HISTORY 

Due to pervasive discrimination and barriers in accessing government services, a 
group of local Asian Pacific American community members met with the Governor in 
1971 to examine a broad range of issues facing the Asian Pacific American population 
in the areas of employment, education, social services, community development, 
immigration, and civil rights. 
 
In January 1972, Governor Evans created The Governor’s Asian Advisory Council by 
executive order. On February 26, 1974, the 43rd Washington State Legislature formally 
created The State of Washington Commission on Asian American Affairs as a state 
agency. On April 17, 1995, Governor Mike Lowry signed a bill to change the 
Commission’s name to The State of Washington Commission on Asian Pacific American 
Affairs to include Pacific Islanders. 

The Commission was formed by the Legislature over concern with the plight of those 
Asian Pacific Americans who, for economic, linguistic, or cultural reasons, find 
themselves disadvantaged or isolated from American society and the benefits of equal 
opportunity. The Legislature deemed it necessary to create the commission to carry 
out the following purposes:

•	 Improve the well-being of Asian Pacific Americans by ensuring their access to  
participation in the fields of government, business, education, and other areas. 

•	 Help all Asian Pacific Americans achieve full equality and inclusion in American society. 

•	 Aid Asian Pacific Americans in obtaining governmental services in order to promote 
the health, safety, and welfare of all the residents of this state. 

OUR HISTORY



26 27

DAN EVANS
1965 - 1977

DIXY LEE RAY 
1977 - 1981

Michael Itti 
Amy Van
Justin Chan

CAPAA/ACLF Fellows
Brianne Ramos
Jintana Lityouvong
Kryselle Manzano

2013 - PRESENT

1993 - 1999

David Della 
Brian Lock
Erica Chung
Loan Nguyen
Maxine Chan
Judy Summerfield
Tony Cube
Soya Jung

1999 - 2003

Miebeth Bustillo-Booth 
David Saylee, Intern
Joann Natalia Aquino
Joel Borja
Kongkham Panyathong, Intern
Marc DelaCruz, Intern
Ryan Jason Minato
Tony Cube
Vilaska P. Nguyen
Maxine Chan

Ellen Abellera
Alan Vu
Jared Jonson
Joann Natalia Aquino
Jovi Legaspi
Phillip Sit
Ryan Jason Minato

2009 - 2013

Kendee Yamaguchi 
Justin Chan
Phillip Sit
Veasna Hoy

CAPAA/ACLF Fellows
Ben Sung Henry
Grant Kagawa
Justin Chan
Lea Aromin-Morgan
Micah Bateman-Iino

JOHN SPELLMAN
1981 - 1985

BOOTH GARDNER 
1985 - 1993

MIKE LOWRY 
1993 - 1997

GARY LOCKE 
1997 - 2005

CHRISTINE GREGOIRE
2005 - 2013

JAY INSLEE 
2013 - PRESENT

Mitch Matusdaira 
Donna Yee, Student Intern
Doris Lock, Graduate Intern
Gary Iwamoto, Graduate Intern
Geri Bauer
Jerry Kay, Graduate Intern
Joanne Fujita, Graduate Intern
Laura Zantrua
Nam Chu Pearl
Wendy Tokuda, Summer Intern

1972 - 1974

Mitch Matusdaira  
Beava Magsayo
Connie Mitchell
Dianne Ochoa
Doris Lock, Graduate Intern
Gary Iwamoto, Summer Intern
Geri Bauer
Jerry Kay, Graduate Intern
Joanne Fujita, Graduate Intern
Nam Chu Pearl

1974 - 1978

Diane Wong
Arlyne Sevilla
Dale Minami
Beava Ubias

1978 - 1980

Vivian Luna 
Craig Shimabukuro
Livia Wang 
Maragrita Cordova
Norine Shima
Patty Somlo
Peter Bacho
Wesley Hikida

1982 - 1984

Lois Hayasaka 
Deni Yamauchi
Efleda Reyes
Lenore Buford
Wesley Hikida

1984 - 1988

Liz Dunbar
Arlyne Sevilla
Craig Shimabukuro
Livia Wang

1980 - 1981

1989 - 1992

Patricia Lee
Brian Lock
Efleda Reyes
Ken Mochizuki
Ron Chew
Sally Yamasaki
Loan Nguyen

2003 - 2009

DIRECTORS AND STAFF
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1972
Barry Matsumoto
Ben Woo
Bob Santos
Bob Yamashita
Cheryl Chow
Don Kazama
Dr. Joe Okimoto
Frank Fujii
Frank Hattori
Fred Cordova
Fred Pagaduan
Hae Soung Kim
Isabella Yen
James Watanabe
Lois Fleming
Maxine Chan
Mayumi Tsutakawa
Phil Hayasaka
Richard Lee
Rick Ancheta
Urbano Quijance

1973
Joan Kis
Paul Patu
Rey Pascua

1974
Ben Woo
Bob Santos
Bob Yamashita
Cheryl Chow
Don Kazama
Dr. Joe Okimoto
Frank Fujii
Frank Hattori
Hae Soung Kim
Isabella Yen
James Watanabe
Joan Kis-Sparks
Lois Fleming

Mako Nakagawa
Maxine Chan
Nam Hi Knowles
Paul Patu
Phil Hayasaka
Ray Corpuz, Jr.
Rey Pascua
Richard Lee
Rick Ancheta
Vincente Barrios

1975
Andre Loh
Barry Mar
Doris Lock
Eugene Matsusaka
Gil Hirabayashi
Michael Castillano
Paull Shin

1976
Andy Pabo Pascua
Duc Hong Duong
Greg Tsang
Mary Jean Buza
Paula Frial
Richard Doi
Daniel Teruko Ogata
Tuyen Ngoc Pham

1977
Amy Wong

1978
Akemi Matsumoto
Atonio Mailo
Calvin Underhill
H.T. Wong
James M. Mar
Jeni Kay Fung
Joe Tokunaga
John L. F. Slee
John Y. Sato

Lea Jane Armstrong
Paul Isaki
Paula Frial
Paull Shin
Phoune Keomahavong
Ray E. Jr. Corpuz
Raymond T. Lew
Robert Krisologo
Russel Nakatsu
Takeshi Kubota
Tony Baruso Constantine
Tony P. Jr. Borromeo
Tuyen Pham
Yoshio Kosai

1979
Daniel Teruko
Sam Nakagawa
Wendy Hamai

1981
Akemi Matsumoto
Dave Garabato
Gary Ikeda
H.T. Wong
Jack Slee
Jan Yoshiwara
Joe Tokunaga
Pao Vue
Paul Isaki
Paull Shin
Pio DeCano
Ray E. Jr. Corpuz
Sun Pang
Tuyen Pham
Wendy Hamai

1982
Chi Duong Nguyen
Rita T. Cates

1983

Blaine L. Tamaki
Deni Yamauchi
Douglas W. Luna
Vang Xiong
Victor J. Toy

1984
Cynthia K. Rekdal
Gita Hatcher
Puni Hokea

1985
Harold J. Riach
Jan L. Yoshiwara
Mira Sinco
Sulja Warnick

1986
Blaine L. Tamaki
Jennie Lee L. Fong
Vang Xiong

1987
Cynthia K. Rekdal
Gus V. Salgado
Puni Hokea

1988
Ha T. Dao
Hema Raman
Mira Sinco
Patrick Baldoz
Sulja Warnick

1989
Gregory H. Pak
Peter P. Prisayane
Robert D. Fukai
Stanley Tsang
Van P. Dinh-Kuno

1990
Julia C. Wan
Veronica Leasiolagi-Barber

1991
Amitkumar Shah
Antonio P. Cube
Hieam Oung
Patrick Baldoz
Sulja Warnick
Tomoko Matsuno

1992
Van P. Dinh-Kuno
Robert D. Fukai
Alan Lai
Gregory H. Pak
Amitkumar Shah
Engsu Sieu
Gregory S. Chan

1993
Gregory S. Chan
Veronica Leasiolagi-Barber

1994
Amitkumar Shah
Antonio P. Cube
Hea Wha Ma
Salvador Villanueva
Stella D. Vasquez
Sulja Warnick
Tomoko Matsuno

1995
In Guk Kim
Kim Larson

1996
Anthony Lee
Diane Narasaki
Pamela T. Praeger
Van Sar

1997
Diane Narasaki
Ellen M. Abellera
Habib M. Habib
Hea Wha Ma
Natacha Sesko
Stella D. Vasquez
Steve Bader

1998
In Guk Kim
Kim Larson
Natacha Sesko
Pamela T. Praeger

2000
Alma Q. Kern
Anthony Lee
Diane Narasaki
Habib M. Habib
Yvonne Kinoshita Ward

2001
Elliott Lawrence Kim
Faaluaina Pritchard
Natacha Sesko
Randolph F. Bolong
Sam Tonn
Yvonne Kinoshita Ward

2002
Anthony Lee
Faaluaina Pritchard

2003
Alma Q. Kern
Elliott Lawrence Kim
Habib M. Habib
Leyen L. Vu
Randolph F. Bolong

2004
Charlie Chang
Douglas Heyamoto
Leyen L. Vu
Tanya Tran
Thi Huynh
Yvonne Kinoshita Ward

2005
Anthony Lee
Faaluaina Pritchard
Ron Chow

2006
Elliott Lawrence Kim
Felicito Abille, Jr.
Frances Youn
Habib M. Habib
Ron Chow
Thi Huynh

2007
Bee Cha
Douglas Heyamoto
Jagdish Sharma
Reynaldo Orfrecio Pascua
Tanya Tran

2008
Frieda Takamura

2009
Albert Shen
Debadutta Dash
Faaluaina Pritchard
Inkyung Jeannie Lee
Sofia Aragon

2010
Jagdish Sharma
Rey Pascua
Tashi Khamshitsang
Tyati Tufono

2011
Frieda Takamura
Lisa Dickinson
Pearl Leung
Quang Nguyen

2012
Debadutta Dash
Darren Pen
Inkyung Jeannie Lee
Sofia Aragon

2013
Gerardine Cabusao
Lynette Finau
Tashi Khamshitsang
Tyati Tufono

2014
Lori Wada

40 YEARS OF COMMISSIONERS

Governor’s Asian American Advisory Council (1972 - 1974)
Washington State Commission on Asian American Affairs (1974 - 1995)
Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs (1995 - Present)
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BRIAN LOCK: I was at the “then” Commission on Asian American Affairs from 
1990-1994 between the last term of Governor Booth Gardner’s and beginning of 
Mike Lowry’s administration. It was an interesting time with a huge push by all the 
Ethnic Commissions to increase workforce diversity in all levels of management in 
state government, as well as tackling some of the largest issues at that time such 
as refugee assistance, hate crimes, affirmative action, health care access, minority 
contracting, and gang violence. My favorite experiences back then were seeing how 
many of our efforts and community support have led to real change in getting  
APIs in highest levels of management in state government and seeing how our  
coordination with the Asian Pacific State Employees to develop many  
young employees.

VIVIAN LUNA: It has been an amazing journey and I have been blessed with a 
career in public interest law that has encompassed a lot of what is dear to my heart: 
equal access issues to health care, public benefits, immigration, especially with 
what has occurred with Welfare Reform, Health Reform, and the whole change in 
the climate of this country.  I see the exciting time spent with the Commission 
as a springboard and foundational base in honing in on those issues of equity 
and access.  Ellen Abellera served as CAPAA director 

from 2003 until 2009 and was appointed by 
Governors Locke and Gregoire.
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UNCLE BOB SANTOS: Elected officials and Leaders in the dominant community 
started to understand what the Asian issues were; they started to understand more 
about our community. We had discrimination in employment, education, housing 
and the Commission was in the forefront of working with public officials to generate 
programs to address those issues. 

MITCH MATSUDAIRA: When I started down  there (in Olympia), there were hardly 
any Asians working there at all, by the time I left, there were more [Asians], and 
that was great, that was great satisfaction to see more Asian representatives in 
more state agencies. 

VANG XIONG: CAPAA has an important role because CAPAA has a virtue from the 
state. When CAPAA organizes and bring the important players together, it can really 
set the tone and vision for what the community can be.

CYNTHIA REKDAL: A lot of community members feel as if ‘we’re just little people, 
we don’t have a voice, we are not political, we just have to work and we don’t have 
time for this other thing.’ But to know that there is this commission with a political  
underpinning, that could bring their voice, that is very important. I’m glad to see 
today that the Commission is celebrating its 40th anniversary. 

VAN DINH KUNO: The hope I have for CAPAA is that it continues to grow, that it 
continues to embrace other communities; more importantly I hope it trains young 
people to take on the leadership. We need to have the younger generation there at 
the table involved in the key decision making.

ALAN LAI: Immigrant communities contribute to what America is. To fulfill the 
American dream is to learn the basics, especially young people, and they can do 
that by joining forces with the Asian Pacific Islander Coalition and CAPAA. We need 
to stay strong as a community and use our voices because the squeaky wheel gets 
the grease. 
 
TONY LEE: We have a long, long history of working together, of the Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese-American and Pacific Islander communities 
working together; and CAPAA has played a big role in that. It’s an organization that 
has brought all communities together and we should be proud to have that.
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DAVID DELLA: For the future of CAPAA, I hope it continues to mobilize the 
community, and to bring that face to the State. You don’t get change overnight, but 
you can get change if you’re persistence and you know how the system works inside 
and you leverage those relationships. Things don’t move as fast but they can if you 
build relationships with people in key positions. While it’s important to have human 
services, you can create avoidance of human service costs if you can take care of 
the economic development side of things, and I hope CAPAA takes on that issue of 
inequality. 

LUA PRITCHARD: We constantly have to be there at the table, if we are not there, 
we are not discussed. That’s the biggest challenge. We have to make sure all the 
time that we are represented, and to make sure that our representatives will do it 
well and not just for themselves. Through CAPAA, I was able to go around the state 
and get a feel of the different types of API communities throughout the state and 
meet legislatures. CAPAA was a great avenue for us in the community speaking to 
the government. We look at CAPAA as our voice and our eyes in the government. 
When I was with CAPAA, people looked at me that way and I was proud of knowing 
that I was part of the group advising the Governor and his cabinet.

DIANE WONG: There’s something about Washington state that allows the exis-
tence of something that is so unusual. A lot of it is because of the activism in Seattle 
and the sort of metropolitan areas that allow the community to come together and 
work despite the small numbers, that we know we have to work together. In the 
Pacific Northwest, especially in the Seattle and Tacoma area, you’ll see that  
happening. CAPAA allows the community to express its issues and concerns through 
this legislatively mandated group. And those issues go directly to the governor and 
can be voiced through state legislator. This is something very, very important. And it 
doesn’t happen anywhere else.

ARLYNE SEVILLA: While working with CAPAA it was a privilege to work with Diane 
Wong and Liz Dunbar.  It was a learning experience and very rewarding to work with 
community leaders in Washington State who were passionate and committed to 
improving the lives of their respective communities.

JAGDISH SHARMA: I was very much honored to represent CAPAA in the 2013 Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month Celebrations at Washington, DC Official  
Congressional Ceremony was hosted by the Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus (CAPAC) and U.S. House Democratic Leadership at the U.S. Capitol Visitor 
Center.  The theme was “A Path Forward on Comprehensive Immigration Reform”.  
Featuring remarks by Congressional Leadership, CAPAC Members. Keynote Speaker 
was Jose Antonio Vargas of Define American, an undocumented immigrant from 
Philippines.

U.S. Department of Interior hosted first-ever White House Forum on AAPI Heritage 
to discuss on how National Park Service can better tell the story of the AAPI 
experience in America.  Wing Luke Museum became an affiliated area of National 
Park Service; It is only the Asian Pacific American Community based museum in 
America telling everyday stories of our nation through a lens of Asian  
Pacific Americans. 
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DALE MINAMI:  CAPAA was instrumental in the establishment of the Asian Pacific 
American Studies program at Washington State University in 1978.  Our legal team, 
including Rod Kawakami, Gary Iwamoto and Timothy McKinney Jr.,  sued WSU to 
create such a program and the political support we received by CAPAA, particularly 
Diane Wong, then Director, was crucial to our eventual settlement.   
Congrats on 40 Years!!

DIANE NARASAKI:  CAPAA and its staff were extremely helpful to statewide 
organizing efforts beneficial to Asian Pacific Americans during my term of service.  
Welfare reform legislation passed at the national level, ending access to public 
benefits, such as food stamps, for many of our community members due to their 
immigration status.  CAPAA acted as a bridge between the Governor, legislators and 
the community on the impact of federal policy and legislation on our community, 
as well as policy and legislation being proposed at the state level resulting from 
changes at the federal level on our community.  The information and analysis CAPAA 
shared with the community helped our community to respond creatively and  
effectively to the opportunities and threats entailed. CAPAA supported the  
statewide development of the Asian Pacific Islander Coalition in this period, and has 
played an important role in facilitating meetings between the Governor and  
legislative leadership with our community on our annual Asian Pacific American 
Legislative Days ever since then.

LYNETTE S. FINAU: Serving as commissioner is an honorable responsibility of 
reflective and distributed leadership. With the enormous support and resources 
available from our communities, I am learning to strategically lead, identify and 
create pathways that will have the greatest influence on the education of our APA 
students.

DOUG HEYAMOTO: It’s with pride and admiration that I congratulate CAPAA in 40 
years of service in helping to empower the lives of the Asian Pacific American  
communities in the State of Washington.  Many thanks go to CAPAA and the staff for 
your hard work and dedication and I look forward to the future in embracing new 
challenges and seizing opportunities to advance social equity and inclusive  
participation for all. 

RON CHEW: In the pre-Internet era, when the API population was much smaller 
and more isolated, CAPAA was a pioneer in organizing and developing a state-wide 
community -- and advocating for cultural sensitivity, bilingual services, social justice 
and equity. Today, in an even more diverse time, CAPAA still has a leadership role 
in ensuring that public policy-makers remain aware and responsive. Happy birthday 
CAPAA!

Excerpt from Commission on Asian American Affairs: How it all began by Lois Hayasaka (1976)
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Chinese American Citizens Alliance, a national 
civil rights organization founded in San Francisco 
in 1895 with the newest chapter in Seattle,  
congratulates CAPAA for serving our  
community for the past 40 years.

Looking for a change? Apply with the

For more information, visit des.wa.gov.

Are you a Washington business owner?
Do you want to do business with state government?

Enterprise Services provides products and services to state government and political sub-divisions.
Our diverse lines of business include: mail, vehicle fleets, printing, surplus disposal and acquisition,
technology applications and support, risk management, contracts and procurement, custodial,
engineering and architectural services, and property management.

at  www.Careers.wa.gov

Come see why we are an employer of choice for Washington State government.

Washington’s        lectronic Business Solution

Then register in

http: / /bit . ly /BusinesswithWA
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The Washington State Patrol (WSP) is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.  Applicants are 

considered for positions without regard to 
race, color, religion, gender, national origin, 

ancestry , age, marital or veteran status, 
sexual orientation, or any other basis. WSP is 
looking to fill  80 positions for its next cadet 
class.  Learn more about a career as a WSP 

Trooper, find upcoming testing dates, or talk 
with a recruiter, by just clicking on “Be a 

Trooper” on our homepage at wsp.wa.gov.  
Applications are submitted online through 

our website at NEOGOV.  Be one of the best 
and apply today. 
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Apply anytime, year-round, using the online 
Healthplanfinder—www.wahealthplanfinder.org 

Need more information? 
Go to www.hca.wa.gov/medicaid

No health insurance?
Find out if you’re eligible for free coverage.

or call

(toll free)
1-855-WA-FINDER

(1-855-923-4633)
HCA administers Washington Apple Health (Medicaid).

The Port of Seattle congratulates the Washington State Commission 
on Asian Pacific American Affairs for its 40 years of promoting the 
well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in our state.    

For over 100 years, the Port of Seattle has been a trade and 
economic gateway to Asia, bringing prosperity to both regions. 
Our Century Agenda aims to add 100,000 jobs to our state in the 
next 25 years, and we look forward to working with CAPAA to insure 
that the economic benefit is shared with all communities.

Here’s to another 40 years of your success! 

www.portseattle.org

Congratulations CAPAA!



Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs
General Administration Building | 210 11th Ave SW | Suite 301 | P.O. Box 40925 | Olympia, Washington 98504-0925

360.725.5667 | capaa@capaa.wa.gov |  www.capaa.wa.gov


