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Immigration History of Korean -Americans 

u THE FIRST WAVE 

Ç 1902- American missionary and Doctor, Horace Allen  

  

 



Ç 1903- 56 Men, 21 Women, 25 Children arrived in Hawaii  

Ç 1903-1905 ð 7500 mostly Men  

 



u THE SECOND WAVE 

Ç Korean War  

ÇMcCarran-Walter Immigration Act of 1952 ð
Annual quota of 100 Koreans 

ÇMilitary Brides  

 

  

 u THE THIRD WAVE 

Ç The Immigration and Naturalization Act of 

1965 ð President Lyndon Johnson  

Ç Family Reunification Category - Family and 

relatives of military brides  

ÇOccupational  Category-Professionals, 

Doctors, Scientists, and College students.   

 



uCONTEMPORARY  PROFILES  

 

Ç Today- 1.5 Million Korean-Americans       

  live in the U.S.  

Ç Pacific Northwest region - 120,000+  

 

 



uACCULTURATION AND ASSIMILATION  

ÇConfucian principle - elders, family, and community 

before the individual  

ÇIdentity - Organizations, churches, schools, and 

community centers  

 

uFAMILY AND COMMUNITY DYNAMICS 

ÇFilial Piety -Defined family roles  

                   Collectivity  

                      Interdependence  

                      Education  

 

 

 



Korean Community Service Center  

u A nonprofit organization serving Korean 

Americans in Puget Sound since 1983  

 

u MISSION  

 The mission of Korean Community Service 

 Center(KCSC)is to strengthen and support 

 Korean American families and individuals 

 in the greater Pacific Northwest through 

 counseling, education, and social services. 

 Our vision is vibrant Korean American 

 community working together to strengthen 

 our society.  

 

(Early Picture in 1987)  



u VISION 

Building healthy futures in Korean  
American and other immigrant 
communities in the greater Pacific 
Northwest region 

 

u BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

KCSC is governed by 10 board 
members. Board is comprised of 
community leaders and 
professionals in medicine, business 
and law 

 

u FINANCES  

KCSC receives support through 
membership dues, private 
donations, group contributions, 
sponsors, grants and fund-raising 
activities   

 

 

 



u SERVICES OFFERED  

 

× Basic Food Assistant Program/Enrollment & 

Outreach event (SNAP)  

× Information and Referral Service - 178/49 

× Immigrant Assistant Services- 67 

× Individual and Family Counseling- 70 

× Medicare/Medicaid - 123 

× Parenting Class/Domestic Violence Intervention  

× Pro Bono Legal Counseling- 106  

× Social and Welfare Services- 55/146 

× Translation Services- 67 

× WA Healthcare Enrollment- 742 enrolled  

× Youth Leadership Program 

 

 

 



Senior Services  

uBENEFIT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Å  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP) 

Å  Senior Property Tax Exemption 

Å  Medicare and Medicaid  

Å  SSI and SSA Benefits 

Å  Government Subsidized Housing  

Å  Translation  

Å  Legal  



Youth Leadership Conference  

u Focus ð Gain leadership skills 

 Change the local communities in positive ways   

   To Inspire 

       Motivate 

       Educate 

 




