CAPAA

Washington State Commission
on Asian Pacific American Affairs

Board Meeting Minutes
Saturday, September 20, 2025 | 9:30 AM — 1:30 PM
PICA — Spokane
1215 N Monroe St., Spokane, WA 99201

I. Call to Order and Roll Call
Quorum reached at 9:18 AM. The meeting was called to order by Chair Faitalia at 9:30 AM.

Present: Chair Lydia Faitalia, 1% Vice Chair Lalita Uppala, 2™ Vice Chair Kendall, Kosai, Cmmr.
Scott Lehrman, Cmmr. Ekkarath Sisavatdy, Cmmr. Anna Lising, Cmmr. David Phongsa, Cmmr.
Ping Ping, Cmmr. Kiana McKenna, and Cmmr. Malia D’Alio

Absent:  Cmmr. Sam Cho and Cmmr. Carrie Huie,

Staff: Executive Director Nam Nguyen, Project Manager Negheen Kamkar, and Project
Coordinator Brenda O’Brien

II. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve: Cmmr. Sisatvatdy
Seconded by: Cmmr. Ping
No abstentions or objections. Motion carried unanimously.

III.  Approval of Minutes

Cmmr. Ping brought forth the following corrections: The victim of the hate crime in her last report
did not make a one-hour video. That can be deleted. The number in attendance for the Heritage

Month event is referring to vendors, not community members, so should be changed from “127,000
to 80,000” to “127 to 80.”

Motion to approve with corrections: Cmmr. Lehrman
Seconded by: Cmmr. Lising
Cmmr. Kosai abstained as he was not present for last meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
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IV.  Welcoming Remarks- PICA - WA Spokane

Cmmr. McKenna gave opening remarks and presented on the history of PICA Spokane. Full
PowerPoint can be accessed below.

CAPAA Sep. 2025 Slides for Negheen - PICA Pres.pptx

V. Critical Review Process — DCYF

Libby Stewart, DCYF, gave an overview of the Critical Incidents Reviews Process. Full
presentation can be accessed below.

DCYF Critical Review Process presentation.pptx

VL Family Separation Rapid Response Team —- DCYF

Lillian Ferraz, DCYF, gave an overview of the Family Separation Rapid Response process. Full
presentation can be accessed below.

DCYF Family Separation Response Taskforce presentation.pptx

They are trying to push for more hands to improve taskforce goals and its effectiveness. Currently,
philanthropic collaborations are being explored. There are more state workers than leadership and
that needs to shift in order to head in a new direction.

VII. Public Comment

Joy Lee, a local member of the public and financial manager in Spokane, was not aware that
CAPAA existed and thanked us for the work we are engaging in. She does have some questions on
the financial overview that Cmmr. McKenna presented during her welcoming remarks. Cmmr.
McKenna will follow up with her to clarify the discrepancies and get input on how to improve the
bar chart.
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Toi Mulligan is a Vietnamese immigrant who was invited to the meeting by Cmmr. Ping. She went
on record to state she is impressed by CAPAA.

Briana Tamaki, ED of the Blaine & Preciosa Tamaki Foundation, commended ED Nguyen for
starting the “Local Hero Award.”

VIII. Elections

Executive Committee:
e Chair- Cmmr. Lising nominated Cmmr. Faitalia to continue serving as Chair. The
nomination was accepted by Cmmr. Faitalia with the caveat this will be her final year with
the Commission. Commission voted unanimously in favor. No objections or abstentions.

e 1% Vice Chair- Cmmr. Sisavatdy nominated Cmmr. Uppala to continue serving in this
position. Cmmr. Uppala will accept only if no one else is nominated or has desire to serve.
She too can only continue serving on the Executive Committee for one more year.

ED Nguyen offered a point of privilege. Considering both commissioners are indicating a limited
run, CAPAA may want to keep in mind the importance of continuity at this time. ED is also
suggesting Cmmr. McKenna runs for one of the VC positions to ensure continued representation
of PI in leadership next year. At this point, Cmmr. Uppala withdrew her acceptance of the
position.

Cmmr. Lising nominated Cmmr. Kosai for 1% Vice Chair. Cmmr. Kosai accepted. Commission
voted unanimously in favor. No objections and one abstention from Cmmr. Kosai.

e 2" Vice Chair- Cmmr. Kosai nominated Cmmr. McKenna for 2" VC and she accepted.

Commission voted unanimously in favor. No objections and one abstention from Cmmr.
McKenna.

ED Nguyen expressed a point of information to discuss changing the structure of the remaining
committees to have a more project-based focus to be more in alignment with the RCW. In light
of this statement, Cmmr. McKenna moved to postpone the elections to the November meeting. It
was seconded by Cmmr. Lising. The motion was passed unanimously by the Commission. No
abstentions or objections.

IX. Staff Report

ED Nguyen gave a verbal overview of the Staff Report at 11:42 AM. Full presentation can be
accessed below.
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PDF

September 2025 Staff Report.pdf

X. Lunch
The Commission broke for lunch at noon. Meeting resumed at 12:35 PM.
XI. Local Hero Awards Ceremony

Meeting restarted with the Local Hero Awards Ceremony. The recipients in Spokane are Linny Dee
and Jimmy Jacob. Full bios can be accessed below.

@

Sept 2025 Local Hero Awards.pptx

XII. Commissioner Roundtable

Cmmr. Faitalia shared there are many in the NHPI community that have concerns over being
undocumented. They are working with some homeless families, and she will be reaching out to
Cmmr. McKenna to make connections.

This week, Kiana Fuaanga was appointed to an OSPI workgroup for K-12 funding. Sina Packard
was also appointed to the OSPI Safety workgroup.

Cmmr. Uppala flagged H-1 Visas to the Commission. In light of recent updates announced by the
administration, there is much anxiety and uncertainty surrounding it amongst those who are
undocumented and who are asylum seekers. Restaurants in King County are facing a severe 60%
shortage of workers, who have been too scared to come into work.

APIC has been in partnership to advocate for a Rapid Response system pertaining to immigration
requests. They will host a round table with elected officials at the end of October to request support
for this effort. Food assistance, rent, legal aid, and mental health are the urgent needs for ANHPI
across the board.

Cmmr. Lehrman reported that the state OSPI K-12 equity group had their first meeting on
Tuesday, September 21* from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM. The charter is to figure out funding and what is
needed for state education.
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The challenge is navigating the position that funding is given based on need, not ethnic diversity.
Over the next month, breakout sessions will be held where these conversations will take place and
feedback given. From his perspective language support seems to be the top need across all
communities. Seventy percent of their area is comprised of those who are Hispanic, so resources are
abundantly available in their language. However, this support is not as accessible for other
languages.

Along with his wife Kim, Cmmr. Lehrman has also been involved in chaperoning exchange
students in Pasco. Hosting these students has been something they have long enjoyed, and it has
been an invaluable experience.

Regarding the Japanese program that was set to be transferred to another school, we, along with
some teachers, engaged the district advocating for it not to be transferred. After some back and
forth they agreed to not only keep it open at our school, but to expand it to three schools!

Cmmr. Ping has been away for most of the summer. Here is a summary of issues facing the local
communities.

Community have reported that life is harder for immigrants. Asian Green Card holders do not feel
safe.

Members of the Indian community have expressed interest in having a consulate for their document
needs. Political violence concerns have arisen after the Charlie Kirk incident.

Seik/Hindu temples have been raided by ICE resulting in a pause of their holy event in March.
Others will be on hold and keep a low profile indefinitely.

United We Stand has partnered with other organizations nationwide to send a clear message to ICE
that they stand in solidarity with Filipino Americans. They have been here legally and
generationally for 100 years. Lastly, many Chinese massage businesses were recently forced to
close by police for no solid reasons. There has been anger and discussion has arisen to see if there is
anything they can do or if there is anyone who can help them through this process.

Cmmr. Kosai stated that raiding religious places of worship has been a disturbing trend and it has
been upsetting. The Attorney General’s Office has started implementation of the anti-hate hotline in
King, Spokane, and Clark Counties. Much of its federal funding has been lost due to current
policies.

Maybe we can have the program manager at the hotline come speak at a future Board meeting. The
only other thing to remind everyone of is the Nonprofit Security Grant Program. Though no longer
at the federal level, it lives on in the state. Please alert Cmmr. Kosai of any incidents of nonprofits



https://www.atg.wa.gov/report-hate
https://mil.wa.gov/asset/6733ddcd467e9/NSGP-NSS%20How%20To%20Apply.pdf
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or community organizations that are being targeted or in need of enhanced security measures. He is
happy to walk anyone through the process to apply.

Cmmr. McKenna provided a sobering report about the lack of funding available for urgent needs.
Of the 59 grants they submitted, they only received 10. Competition for funding is fierce due to less
funding available overall.

Many nonprofits are close to shutting its doors and other executive directors have reached out to
report how dire their situation is. PICA has also been days away from shutting due to lack of
funding available. Can CAPAA revisit reopening sponsorships despite the audit? The more that
CAPAA can use its weight in this current political climate, the better.

Cmmr. D’Alio echoed the funding sentiments stated by Cmmr. McKenna. NHPI students are not

getting funding for work-study and other similar programs. There is a record low number of NHPI
enrollment according to Pasifika Pathways. Numbers have historically hovered just above 1%, but
that number has decreased to .22%.

Because of cuts to Medicaid, families will defer care until it is absolutely urgent. We can expect to
see an uptick of ER visits as a result. Language access for PI’s also continues to be challenging. In
the healthcare setting, families of ICU patients can expect to wait up to a week for an interpreter.

There is a Washington Employers of Higher Education meeting convening on March 27" We are
hoping to be able to watch it at a community college in the area. The Native Hawaiian Council will
be hosted by the Tulalip Tribes for their convention in October. Amongst the topics it will cover is
how private institutions are being targeted as racist for prioritizing NHPI’s.

Cmmr. Phongsa shared that their temple applied for a grant and was similarly denied. There is an
impression of racism being more blatant in Franklin and Benton Counties, and Asian communities
are afraid to speak up. It is primarily white in this area and issues seem to be more amplified. Due
to the current climate, Tri-Cities Diversity of Inclusion Council canceled their annual celebration
this year.

On a positive note, the area has opened up its first NAACP office recently.

Cmmr. Sisavatdy also reported funding concerns. Their ANAPISI Grant was cut, which will affect
their communities directly. This is a huge hit. Where will the funding come from?

Working behind the scenes with ED Nguyen and former Cmmr. Sina Sam, a meeting with a lawyer
took place to help a Lao gentleman who had been detained by ICE for 2 months. After an article
came out, he was able to be released.


https://mor.uw.edu/event/pasifika-pathways-to-the-uw/
https://www.hawaiiancouncil.org/convention/
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/09/11/us-orders-release-of-lao-refugee-facing-deportation/
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This has been a testament to what we as a community can do. There is currently an estimated 5000
Lao people who will be targeted by ICE across the nation.

XIII. Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 1:28PM.
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Zoom Attendees and Chat

01:43:35 CAPAA CAPAA: https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/o1aa/reports/child-
fatality/child-welfare

01:44:52 Lillian Ferraz (DCYF) (she/her): That might be Dept of Health, I've heard
"community messengers" ?

01:45:02 Lydia M. Faitalia: Reacted to "That might be Dept o..." with ¢

01:45:27 Lillian Ferraz (DCYF) (she/her): Replying to "That might be Dept o..."
Might also check with the community engagement team at DCYF

01:47:04 CAPAA CAPAA:  Only thing i'll add is WA State Association for Community
Health manages the different CHWs across the state. great resource.

01:55:39 Lydia M. Faitalia: Thank you ED Nguyen for representing CAPAA and our
communities.

02:11:10 CAPAA CAPAA:  Reacted to "Thank you ED Nguyen ..." with €
02:11:53 Bri: Reacted to "Thank you ED Nguyen ..." with "

02:31:34 Lillian Ferraz (DCYF) (she/her): lillian.ferraz@dcyf.wa.gov*

02:32:33 Lillian Ferraz (DCYF) (she/her): I'm here if there's questions

02:33:38 Lillian Ferraz (DCYF) (she/her): oop sorry my wife is calling 1 have to go.
Please let me know if there's any follow up questions

02:33:52 Lydia M. Faitalia: Reacted to "oop sorry my wife is..." with @
02:33:56 Lydia M. Faitalia: Reacted to "lillian.ferraz@dcyf...." with @@

02:38:56 Bri: 1didn’t sign up for public comment, but I wanted to say I think Nam had
great ideas with the local hero award and getting community involved w CAPAA mtgs. The hybrid
structure makes sense too given the comm. Attendance

02:40:13 Bri: (This is Briana Tamaki, joining in from phone)
02:40:19 Bri: Reacted to "lillian.ferraz@dcyf...." with @@


https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/child-fatality/child-welfare
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/oiaa/reports/child-fatality/child-welfare
mailto:lillian.ferraz@dcyf.wa.gov*

02:41:39
to him.

02:41:41
02:41:47

02:42:00
02:45:28
“comm.”

02:45:36
02:45:38

03:20:31

03:26:40

03:40:19
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CAPAA CAPAA:  Ohthank you so much Bri, I will make sure to send that over
Lydia M. Faitalia: Reacted to "I didn’t sign up for..." with €@

Lydia M. Faitalia: Thank you Bri

CAPAA CAPAA:  T1just called folks back CHair, we need one more min

Bri: Thank you Chair Faitalia!! Sry I meant “community” by abbreviated

Bri: Reacted to "Oh thank you so much..." with €
Bri: Reacted to "Thank you Bri" with @

Lydia M. Faitalia: Reacted to "Thank you Chair Fait..." with €@
CAPAA CAPAA:  We will see everyone back here at 12:30pm

Lydia M. Faitalia: Replying to "Thank you Chair Fait..."

No need to apologize Bri. I appreciate the clarification. I hope you join us for future meetings.



