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Improving the well-being of Asian Pacific Americans by examining issues, advancing advocacy, and ensuring 

access to government.  
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Staff Report 

 

March 21, 2026 

 

Staff report to the Commission covering activities, progress, and updates from January 31, 2026 to March 20, 

2026. 

 

STAFF AND COMMISSIONER ACTIVITY 
 

Commissioner Activity: Commissioners submitted activity reports for the period of March 17, 2026, to June 

16, 2026, for the June 20th Board meeting. Activity Report response rate = 100% (11/11 respondents). 

Outstanding reports for this period: 0. Details of Commissioner Activity can be found in Appendix I. 

 

Total events reported = 142 

 

1. Finance 
 

CAPAA is currently in good financial condition, spending under budget for fiscal year 2026. Fiscal year 2027 

will start on July 1, 2026.   

 

2. Supplemental 2026-2027 & Biennium Budget 2028 - 2029 
The Washington Legislature passed a $80.2 billion supplemental operating budget in March 2026. The 

supplemental increases the 2025-2027 budget by $2.3 billion for mainly education, Medicaid, food assistance, 

and healthcare. The Legislature did not make any adjustment to CAPAA’s budget in the supplemental.  The 

Legislature did provide an additional $450,000 to CAPAA to provide navigation for COFA community 

members to obtain Real ID.   

 

Millionaires’ Tax: The Washington State Legislature passed a tax on residents making more than $1 million. 

The tax will take effect in 2028. Challenges to the tax, through lawsuits and ballot initiatives, are already 

underway.    

 

Shortfall for Fiscal Year 2028: The Governor’s Office anticipates that the State will face another shortfall 

in the 2028 budget and has asked all State agencies to look for savings and to find ways to reduce their budget.   

 

3. Appointments 
 

The Governor’s Office is accepting applications for appointments to the Commission. Chair Faitalia has 

resigned and Commissioner Sisavatdy will complete his third and final term at the end of the month.  

Commissioner Ping’s second term also ends at the end of the month and Commissioner Lehrman’s and Vice 

Chair McKenna’s first term also ends at the end of the month.   

 

Between March and May, the Governor’s Office received 22 applications to join the Commission, but, 

because of the lack of applicants from Eastern Washington, the Executive Committee has decided to extend 

the deadline to submit applications to June 30, 2026.   

 

4. AA & NH/PI Women Owned Business Event for AA & NH/PI History Month 
 

CAPAA partnered with the Women’s Commission to host a seminar for AA & NH/PI women business owners 

in May. Unfortunately, we could not host an in-person event but was able to produce an online seminar with 
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lessons on, among other things, how to start a business and how to obtain a small business loan.  The seminar 

is available at: AA & NH / PI Women Small Business Workshop - Women's Commission 

 

5. Immigration Activation Plan – Forward Washington 

 
The Governor’s Office is partnering with the CAPAA, the Commission on Hispanic Affairs, the LGBTQ+ 

Commission, of the Office of Refugees and Immigrants Affairs to meet with community organizations and 

leaders statewide to discuss immigration issues – titled Forward Washington. The purpose is to create 

opportunities to better understand impacts on communities and gather feedback for the governor’s office. 

Regular touchpoints with local governments and community organizations—such as monthly calls or 

established check-ins—will support ongoing collaboration and coordinated efforts through the upcoming 

legislative sessions. Forward Washington started with meetings with local officials and community leaders in 

Skagit and Whatcom County in May and will hold meetings in Central and Eastern Washington in mid-July.   

 

6. Open Executive Director Position 

 
The Governor’s Office has posted the Executive Director position (at: Executive Director, WA State 

Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs (CAPAA) in Thurston County – Olympia, WA | 

GovernmentJobs.com) and will conduct a first review of applications on June 24, 2026.   

 

7. Meeting Calendar for 2026    

      September 19, 2026 – Tri-Cities 

      November 14, 2026 – King County 

 

Appendix I: Commissioner Activity Report 

 

 

https://wswc.wa.gov/aanhpi-bus-workshop/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs/5334292-0/executive-director-wa-state-commission-on-asian-pacific-american-affairs-capaa
https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs/5334292-0/executive-director-wa-state-commission-on-asian-pacific-american-affairs-capaa
https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs/5334292-0/executive-director-wa-state-commission-on-asian-pacific-american-affairs-capaa
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