
 
   

Board Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, March 21, 2026 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

               Zoom Conference Call 

 

 

 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Quorum reached at 9:00 AM. The meeting was called to order by Chair Kosai at 9:01 AM.  

 

Present:  Chair Kendall Kosai, Cmmr. Kiana McKenna, Cmmr. Lalita Uppala, Cmmr. Ping Ping, 

Cmmr. Carrie Huie, Cmmr. Anna Lising, Cmmr. David Phongsa, Cmmr. Scott Lehrman, Cmmr. 

Malia D’Alio, Cmmr. Sam Cho, and Cmmr. Ekkarath Sisavatdy 

  

 

Absent:   None 

 

Staff:       Executive Director Nam Nguyen, Project Manager Negheen Kamkar, and Project 

Coordinator Brenda O’Brien  

 

II.      Approval of Agenda  

 

Chair Kosai brought forth a change in the agenda to include an election for both the 1st Vice Chair 

and 2nd Vice Chair, in accordance with our bylaws.  

 

Motion to approve with amendment: Cmmr. McKenna 

Seconded by: Cmmr. Lising 

No abstentions or objections. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

III.      Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion to approve: Cmmr. Cho 

Seconded by: Cmmr. Ping 

No abstentions or objections. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

IV.      Election for 1st and 2nd VC’s 

 

Cmmr. Lehrman nominated Cmmr. McKenna for the 1st VC position. The nomination was 

accepted and the Commission voted in favor of the appointment. There were no objections or 

abstentions. 

 

 



 
 

 

Cmmr. McKenna nominated Cmmr. Lising for the 2nd VC position. The nomination was accepted 

and the Commission voted in favor of the appointment. There were no objections or abstentions.  

 

V.       Privacy Policy (Proposal and Vote) 

 

A new draft of a Privacy Policy written by WaTech was submitted to the Commission for a vote. A 

motion to adopt the policy was brought forth by Cmmr. Cho. The motion was seconded by Cmmr. 

Ping. The motion was carried unanimously by the Commission and there were no objections or 

abstentions. 

CAPAA_policydraft.docx
 

 

VI.      Public Comment 

 

Briana Tamaki, Executive Director of the Blaine & Preciosa Tamaki Foundation, congratulated 

the new Executive Board for their appointments. She also thanked CAPAA for continuing to 

provide virtual participation in meetings and for the work it does.   

 

VII.    Staff Report   

 

ED Nguyen gave a verbal overview of the report at 9:35 AM. Full report can be accessed below. 

March 2026 Staff Report.pdf
 

Additional announcements were made by Chair Kosai. A call to consider joining the Sponsorship 

Subcommittee was presented. It is anticipated to meet monthly for one hour until a policy draft can 

be presented at the September Board meeting.  

 

Recruitment for two commissioner positions is now underway. Please share the posting with your 

networks.  

 

Lastly, both Chair Kosai and 1st VC McKenna have been meeting with the Governor’s Office to 

discuss the need for permanent appointment of CAPAA leadership. For almost two years ED 

Nguyen has faithfully served in this role as an acting director, contributing to an extended sense of 

transition for the Commission.  

 

The meetings were productive and the Governor’s Office agreed it was time to prioritize an official 

appointment. An announcement recruiting for the position is anticipated in the next two months.  

https://capaa.wa.gov/opportunities/join-commission


 
 

 

VIII.   Legislative Update 

 

PM Kamkar and Chair Lising provided an update at 9:51 AM. This session was a short one, and 

one that has been very ambitious. CAPAA prioritized over 30 bills and an impressive eight were 

passed. We were also able to partner with other agencies in signing off on a joint letter to the 

Legislature that promoted the “Protect Washingtonians Package,” that identified a list of priortized 

bills. Full report can be accessed below. 

 

Mar 21 Board__2026 CAPAA Legislative Recap Final.pdf
 

SB 5574, the Make Us Visible bill, did not get scheduled for a floor vote in the Senate. The reason 

for what contributed to that outcome is trying to be determined.  

 

IX.     Cooper Jones Transportation Council  

 

Harold Taniguchi, who has been representing CAPAA on this council, provided an overview of 

the purpose and work being done. Originally created in Cooper Jones’s memory after being struck 

by a car during a bike race, the council later merged with another council for pedestrian safety.  

 

Membership includes law enforcement, first responders, and traffic engineers to name a few. Their 

work involves reviewing data, diving deep into fatality cases, and annually presenting its findings to 

the legislature. Along with speed and land use, issues such as pushing traffic safety education back 

through or lowering blood alcohol level is also considered.  

 

Harold is phasing out his participation on the council, so there is an opportunity for new 

representation. Cmmr. Malia has been a part of a workgroup that has been looking into the 

pedestrian risks surrounding the light rail system and would love to see Sound Transit be on the 

council.  

 

ACTION: Cmmr. Malia will reach out to Harold to discuss if someone from her workgroup could 

possibly step in.  

 

X.       Break 

 

The Commission broke for seven minutes at 10:40 AM. Meeting Resumed at 10:47AM.  

 

 

 

https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/


 
 

 

XI.     Strategic Planning Session  

 

The Strategic Planning Subcommittee comprises membership by Cmmr. Kosai, Cmmr. 

McKenna, Cmmr. Huie, Cmmr. Sisavatdy, and Cmmr. Lising. OFM will remain in an advisory 

role and have provided the groundwork for developing a new strategic plan. Today’s goal is to vote 

on both Vision and Mission statements.  

 

After much deliberation and wordsmithing, the subcommittee proposes the following statements for 

a vote: 

 

Vision Statement: “A Washington State government that reflects the diverse lived experiences, 

contributions and histories of Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and Asian/Asian American 

communities.” 

 

Motion to adopt statement: Cmmr. Ping 

Seconded by: Cmmr. McKenna 

Motion passes. No abstentions or objections. 

 

Mission Statement 1: “Our mission is to amplify the voices and uplift the lived experiences of 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander and Asian/Asian American communities to build political 

power and a more representative state government, and to ensure that all NH/PI and A/AA 

communities have equitable access to participating in our democracy. 

 

Mission Statement 2: “Our mission is to ensure all Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander and 

Asian/Asian American communities have equitable access to participating in our democracy by 

amplifying their voices and uplifting their lived experiences to build political power and a more 

representative state government.” 

 

Commissioners reached a consensus on favoring the second statement but raised concerns around 

using the term “political.” After further discussion, the following amended framework (for final 

wordsmithing of the portion in red) was agreed upon.  

 

Amended Mission Statement: “Our mission is to ensure all Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander and 

Asian/Asian American communities have equitable access to government services and participation 

in our democracy by amplifying their voices and uplifting their lived experiences to build 

community solidarity, power, and a more representative state government.” 

CAPAA Strategic Planning.pdf
 

 



 
 

 

XII.   Commissioner Roundtable 

 

Each Commissioner shared one challenge and one win since our last Board meeting.  

 

Cmmr. McKenna –  

Challenge: Incredibly limited resourcing for the many needs; organizations are being stretched. 

During 2024-2025, PICA had to cut its budget by 30%. 

Win: Exciting work is happening around public budget equity in Spokane. For the first time, the 

city has given a green light to community organizations to help inform the public budget. 

 

Cmmr. Uppala – 

Challenge: Cuts in budget while expecting more from organizations.  

Win: A career fair was attended by over 800 community members (90% women and young adults). 

Employers were brought in from city governments, school districts, and banks. The need to change 

the narrative from jobs only existing in tech to jobs existing in creative spaces was recognized. 

 

Cmmr. Ping – 

Challenge: SB 5374 did not pass. Students have expressed the urgency in including curriculum to 

help combat stereotypes. 

Win: Lunar New Year was well received in Spokane this year. About 20,000 people attended.  

 

Cmmr. Lehrman – 

Challenge: Budget challenges. A levy for $50k failed that would benefit counseling services and 

teachers.  

Win: Cultural Night at a local community college was a success. Lunar New Year was also 

celebrated. 

 

Cmmr. Lising – 

Challenge: Meeting aid for defense against ICE and mounting legal expenses. 

Win: Great work during Legislative Session. Bills for voter protection and mental health were 

amongst the bills passed.  

 

Cmmr. Cho – 

Challenge: Immigration concerns. 

Win: Heightened awareness and civic engagement here. This has been a big wake up call.  

 

Cmmr. D’Alio – 

Challenge: Basic needs are more pronounced than ever due to inflation and utility costs. 

Win: Impressive Legislative Session especially pertaining to behavioral health and Apple health.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

Cmmr. Sisavatdy – 

Challenge: Lao community is being targeted more than in the past. During a visit to the ICE 

detention center, his sister was overwhelmed by the number of Laotians that were there. They used 

to feel safe, but that is no longer the case.  

Win: This is forcing us to have conversations and is rallying the community together more. 

 

Cmmr. Phongsa – 

Challenge: There is fear in the community. Small businesses seem to be closing every other day in 

the Tri-Cities. 

Win: Many showed up for the Tri-Cities Diversity and Inclusion Council after it reconvened. There 

is excitement for the Lao Lunar New Year next month. A new fence was built for the Temple 

despite lack of funding.  

 

Cmmr. Huie – 

Challenge: Many families are living on the margins and increased homelessness and need for 

services may result. 

Win: Briana Tamaki’s presentation for the Day of Remembrance at the Yakima Museum was 

wonderful. For the first time that she can recall there is a Woman of Color in charge at the League 

of Women Voters in Yakima.  

 

XIII. Adjournment 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:22 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


