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Improving the well-being of Asian Pacific Americans by examining issues, advancing advocacy, and ensuring 

access to government.  
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Staff Report 

 

March 21, 2026 
 

Staff report to the Commission covering activities, progress, and updates from January 31, 2026 to March 20, 

2026. 
 

STAFF AND COMMISSIONER ACTIVITY 
 

Commissioner Activity: Commissioners submitted activity reports for the period of January 24, 2026, to 
March 16, 2026 for the March 21 Board meeting. Activity Report response rate = 91% (10/11 respondents). 

Outstanding reports for this period: 1. Details of Commissioner Activity can be found in Appendix I. 
 

Total events reported = 102 

 

1. Finance 
 

CAPAA is currently in good financial condition, spending slightly under budget for fiscal year 2026. 

 
 

2. Supplemental 2026-2027 
 

The Washington Legislature passed a $80.2 billion supplemental operating budget in March 2026. The 
supplemental increases the 2025-2027 budget by $2.3 billion for mainly education, Medicaid, food assistance, 

and healthcare. The Legislature did not make any adjustment to CAPAA’s budget in the supplemental.   
 

Millionaires’ Tax: The Washington State Legislature passed a tax on residents making more than $1 million. 

The tax will take effect in 2028. Challenges to the tax, through lawsuits and ballot initiatives, are already 
underway.    

 

3. Appointments 
 

The Governor Office is accepting applications for appointments. Chair Faitalia has resigned and 

Commissioner Sisavatdy will complete his third and final term in June.  Commissioner Ping’s second term 
ends in June and Commissioner Lehrman’s and Vice Chair McKenna’s first term also ends in June.   

 
The deadline to submit applications on May 4, 2026.   

 

4. Our Voices Event at the Washington State History Museum – March 21st 

 
Today, at the Washington State History Museum, the State Historian is hosting an event at the museum to 

commemorate the 50th Anniversary of Southeast Asian American migration to Washington State. The event 
will include performances, lectures, and games. Commissioner Phongsa and Sisavatdy, along with Director 

Nguyen, are part of the planning committee.  
 

5. AA & NH/PI Women Owned Business Event for AA & NH/PI History Month 
 

CAPAA is partnering with the Women’s Commission to host a seminar for AA & NH/PI women business 
owners in May. We are currently looking at dates and locations for the event. 
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6. Meeting Calendar for 2026 
    
      June 20, 2026 – Online  

      September 19, 2026 – Tri-Cities 
      November 14, 2026 – King County 

 

Appendix I: Commissioner Activity Report 
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